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LETTER. 


Of a Proteſtant Ge 5 


tleman to a Lady rez 
volted to. the Church of- 


ROME, 
| Madam, ORs 
ND are you: indeed 
| got into the onely 
 - Catholick Church? 


And are you-ſhre 
, the Men you have lately bes 
lieved have not deceive 
' ed .you., as you fancy: We . 


A.3 have- 


- have done? < toy tho you 
" may” br ſo Chatitable, as to 
 thinksthat we have notinten- | 
—_ tionally couzerned you, yet. 
E fince you, cannot ſuppoſe Us 
= tobe bath intheRight, you 
6... matÞ nece{larily- conclude ', 
bo Le we have at leaſt Igno= 
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which hold's the truth Ca. 
| ick: Faith: is 'a'true*and 
Gun Member-of rh& Caz 
tholick* Chtrech , , and dares 
malice-irt ſelf fy, that we'do 

i6t hold the Apotis, tlie N 
Fee; and Hthanaſiur's Creed!! 
The Church ot A 0 ME: 60 
Ws », b £% C 


6-2 2 
”Y ealeſtts that theſe Creeds 
cobat'n the truely Catholick 
| Faich':- And molt certainly 
when the* Nicerie Counce) was 
celebrated, and'in Athanaſous' $ 
time that Church was count- 
1 ed a' ſound ' Member of the 
1 Catholiek Charch, *hat held 
1] that'Catholick Faith,- which 
*  -" exptefled i in thoſe” Creeds3 
and -do we not' hold that 

. Faith? do we not ftand up at 

4 * it ro expreſs our readineſs to 
J defend | It >i:and- what kave 
we done, that we muſt not 
be counted- -A Catholick. 
Church'2 Is it becauſe we 

4 Will not receive things whicti 
the Church of Rome hath 
ſince added'to the Catholick 
Faith? fs it becauſe: we will 

h not admit of the. -Dodtrines 
* QI 3I1 A 4 which. 


. 


"© 4 3 
whkh that Church was firſt - 
 taduced to believe by the 
darkneſs, and. ignorance | of 
the Ages. it-lived in, and at 
Jaſt.loath.to part withal for 
fear they ſhould be thought 
to have been fo long in an 
Error 2.\Is it becauſe we will 
_. not yield.to things which we 
apprehend to be direQly a- 
gainſt the Word:of God and 
deftructive to that Catholick 
Faith the Chriltian World | 
hath profeſſed in all Ages? 
Isit becauſe we 'will not des 
ceive the People of the Cnp in 
the Bleſled Sacrament, which 
Chriſt -intended as a mighty 
comfort..to them? Is it be- 
cauſe we will not believe the 
_ Miracle of Tranſubſtantiation 
agua four of. our Senſes and 
reaſon. 


NE CLEY 
Reaſon,and Scripture to boot; ' 
Is it becauſe we will not ſuf. 
fer the Worſhip of God, or 
that which is very-like it to 
be given to Creatures, be- 
cauſe of the very 'appearance- 
of the evil of Idollatry, which. 
we are commanded to. ſhun, 
as much as Tdollatry it felf? 
Is it becauſe 'we will not be- 
lieve a Purgatory fire, which 
cleanſeth little , but peoples 
Purſes of their money ? Is it 
becauſe we will not indnlge 
the Pride and Arroganceof a . 
Man at Rowe, who baving firlt 
wheadled the Chriſtian Prin- 
ces- out of their means and 
Power, hath at Jaſt made that: 
Power and Riches hereditary 
to his Succeſfors, under a pre: 
tence of a Legacy frcom Chriſt? 
A.5. Is 
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ber aſs we ill-no6 bee - 


b leive contrary to'the Apollttles 
\ Rule that publick/ Prayers 


| which: ate? intended:for-the 
38 bedefit-and underſtanding of 
+. the. Multitude, muſt be ſaid 


” . In a” Tongue. unknown to 
- the: People'?- Theſe muſt 
\ - -certainlybethe reaſous; why 

we cannot” now; afſe- - with 


"the 'Church-of A 0: ME: for 

*members! -of. the [Gatholick 
-Charch/?--That - theſe things 
were: not: in; {the Anciend 
Catholick Creeds; 4 ;hope; 
._ Fou -are* convinced; for. you 
have. read: them/'over, and 
found : none :of :-all theſe 
Additions : 48 +them-::' And 
now I:beg: of / you, in- the 
namme-andby the mercy of that: 
Jeſus 10: whom you: beletve,: 
" V4 £ Fr to 
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to jadge, whick i 1s moſt _ 


to be the_*truly Catholic 
Church, our's or their's? our's 


that keeps to the truly antient 


Catholick Faith,or their's that 


hath added things contrary. 


to Scripture 'and reaſon” atid 
antiquity ? * And, dare you 


continue in a Church where 
your: very Conimunion with 


it, is 'an approbation' of 
their Adtions-'which are di- 
gealy contrary to the com- 
nd of Chriſt 2' can there bz 


_ any thing "more contrary to 


it than their denying the Cup 
to the Laity ?” And” when 
you receive the: Sacrament 
but in-one Kind, contrary to' 
Chrifts command, 'donot you' 
Sin and' "allow! 'of the Sin' 
of That Church-youare tn ? is 


not« 


® 


(®) 

not- your- diſobedience to 
_ EChniſts Command a Sin, or 
can Fou, imagine that you are 
more obliged to Obey men 
than Chriſt himſelf >- You 
confeſs you, ,dare not live 
In. any -one Sin 5 But how 
dare you live 1n this Sin? You 
talk of the benefit of Confefli- 


on and abſolution, when that 


very.Prieſt to whom you con- 
felle, and who abſolves you, 


lives in that $in you are guilty... 


of, and neither abſolves him- 
ſelf nor you from. it, and 
you both continue in it, as if 
the Blind had a mind to lead 
the... Blind £. How: dare you 


att thus againſt. your Reaſon- 
and Conſcience? Are you not. 
aftraid when you are going to. 
canfefle, that Gad will laugh. 


at: 


crated the. Cup, and gave that 


: - 
at your Mock Confeſſion, 
fince yon neither 'confeſle 
that Sin of living contrary to 
Chriſts Command about the 
Cup, nor are willing to part 
with it 2 Tell me not here 
that you drink the blood 
of Chriſt in eating'his Fleſh, 
ifſo, -to what purpoſe doth 
the Prieſt Conſecrate Wine 
for himſclfe, if he drinks 
the blood of Chriſt in eat- 
ing his Fleſtt; But ſuppoſe 
the Bread were tranſubftans 
tiated- into the Fleſh and: 
Blood of Chriſt, you know 
that the not- giving the 
Cup of -Blefling - to- thoſe 
that come to the Lords Sup- 
per, is contrary to Chriſts in- 
{titation, whodiſtinctly conſe- 


to 


| ; 5 TE 
tohisDiſe ciples,, who:were re-. 
—oeſlatingh of-all Believers, | 
as well as the-Bread; 'and {4 
peremptorily - commanded-/, - 4 
Drink' ye all of - this, and- I | 
| hope: you do not callcating 
- the conſecrated Waferdrink- | 
E- ing the: Wafer.: But let- Us 5 

--- bo It Jou- Four. :ftrange Doz | 
- . - Uxive, thatyoudb participate 
| theBloo of Cn incating 


gaveyour'C 2hprch. alice | 
to alter. Chrift's:Inſtirurtion's . | 
Bow can Men difpenſe 'with | 
> ancxpreſsLawof: God? Can | 
- _ they annvll what Godwould | 
* have;Efabliſhed;'aridicont [- 
|. nuc tothe Worldrend® And) 
-  -:can Jou'conſent:to-:fo Great; 
2 --a Sacriledge > Dathnotlhme: 
— Horxour, ſeize. -0n-Fon, ' when 


7 ny #4 = S "4 
you ſeriouſly think:that you- | 
approve of: the Prieſts finging | wa = 
:apainſt ſo: notorious a {Pres I 
'cept,:and which he that _runs--; 

Day read >. Andpray Madam, © 
" Wherein ' have, you bettered 
' . yourſelf ingoing overto the _ ©; 
. RomanChiirch? Is this your 
-proficiency: in Religion: to 
forſake a Church, where you: 
telt the lively Oracles of; Hea» - ? 
ven coming: warm upon Jour X 
Soul.;- an to/Joyn-your ſeJf _ : 
f- £0; a'Chuzchz where yorrhear 
| - nothing; but Latine \Prayers; ' "3 
and where the Prieſt, if he be ©; 
| not a;goodman,{mayaswell 
5s £uzſe:you as Bleſs you,: for  ; 
_  any-thing:you: underſtand of © 
his:Language - or: Devotion} ©? 
Is.this Ty proficiency in, Re : 
lIigion; to. Nears; a; Churcly + 
| _ WAS" - 3 


(2) 
where you were taught to 
Worſhip God in Spirit and in 
Truth, and now to cleave to 
. one where they teach your 
Prayers to go upon Crutches 
of Crucifixes, Beads, and I- 
mages  Doth this look 
like that Noble Religion 
which Chriſt taught the 
World, and whoſe deſign was 
to advance otir Rational 


Souls by Contemplation and 
Meditation * O Madam, you - 
are too Young to know. the 
Tricks of that Church you. 


live 1a 5 they are more po- 


litick Heads than yours is, . 
that had the contriving of.it.... 
Bold Men, that had Learnt 


not to Biuſh at a Lye, and 
then thought it their intereſt 
to He(tor the World into a 


belief. 


and ihe Prophets, and Chriſt 


©6583) 

belief of it, We that can 
Read Books as well as they, 
and. know the Hiſtory of the 
Church as well as they , can 
ſee through all theſe devices, 
which they-- perceiving are 
angry with Us for diſcovering 
the Cheat. What was it Ma- 
dam, that you wanted- in our 
Church to carry you to Hea- 
ven? Did you want that which 
the Apoſtles and the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians never want- 
ed 2 I mean did you want 
more Articles of Faith than 
they ſubſcribed and believ- 


ed! It you wanted that, we 


Confeſs we could not ſupply 
you, for we dare ſay nothing 
and believe nothing with Di- 
vine Faith, but what Moſes, 


and 


24 e4O 14 
D "and his. No have might 
us, 1 jthe ;Scriprure | con: 
"rains; a}l.: things [neceſlary. to 
vation: ,:: theo ;we'-teach 
all, that." 1f ' the: Church of 
ROME. knows + more : Arti- 
S cles: "than: , Chriſt of - his As» 
y poles knew of 1 WE. will 


Ee - - png deſire.” "Did you wart 
E  firifinels - of. Lite in. our 
— Church#, It all the: Com 
.mandsof tlie Gofpecan make 
Fou Holy , 'We' teach them 
all, and preſs them-upon the 
People;. and I preſume you 
do not. atm to. be | Holier 
.than Chriſt ang his -Apoſtles 
"would have you tobe. 'Hath 
the: Church of 2 0' ME ano- 
aver; / BoiDa). to. \.teachapou 
"Fax: - than. 


{ 
| WS; 


_ {+ - Proteſtants eannot rightly in- 


((18,) 

than we did (inſtru you in ? 
- They: have, much good-tt 

do them - We: are.not 
nt of the Apoſtle's. Curſe; 
Should an Angel from Heaven 
bring another . Goſpel to you 
ket bim be accurſed, 1know 
your common Plea that: We 


terpret the Seriprure, becauſe 
We pretend#to. no infalliblts 
ty.' 'And':da you blame Us 
for .not being. la'impudent as 
the. Chutch. off; ROME. 
Thete- 1s: no-Proteſtant but 
would be ;glad there were an 
infallible Interpreter ot.Scrip- 
ture inſtituted « F God: and 
recommended /to:Mankind:- - 
- But where /ſhall| we find 
him ? | Who -1: it that - God - 
vath imparted: this ME x 2 
to?. "4 


k 
{ip 
; 5 


+ © 


(C86) 

to? If you fay the Fathers, 
you know not what you 
ſay, for the Fathers diffcr 
many times as much in intere 
- pretation of the Scripture , 
and are as contrary to .one 
another as any Men, If you 
ſay the Church thats a hard 
_ Words if you mean Chrilts 

Univerſal Church, diſperſed 
all the World over, you muſt 
tell us where it 1s that this 
Church hath left.an infallible 
Comment upon the Bible, 
and how it is poſlible for a 
man that will be reſolved in 
a point to go to all Chriſti. 
an People in the World; If 
you ſay the Church of ROME, 
yoo muſt firſt ſhew Us her 
_ commiſſion for this infalli- 
ble-interpretation, Secondly 


(17) 


you; muſt prove She hath in- 
fallibly interpreted the Scrip- 
tures, and that thoſe intere 
pretations are infallible in all 
places. Thirdly you mult agree 
among your ſelves what part 
of your Church is infallible, 
whether the Pope, or an Unte 
verſal Councel,or all Chriſtian 
People, or whether all theſe 
together. To ſay that this 
Infallibility lies 1n the Church, 
_ though you know not where, 
1s to ſay a Needlelies in a Bot= 
_ tle of Hay, andhe a 
Juck that finds it. Nay IT 
think the Church of X 0 ME 
hath been ſo modeſt, that not- 
withſtanding all -her pres 
tences to infallibility, She nes 
ver hath dared to obtrade a;- 
comment on the Bible as - 
: 2 al. 


3 *Te 18 Y 
- fallible;nor didLeverſceany 
| Interpretation of the Bible 
- madecither by Pope or Coune 
cel-which Hatch. pretended to 
Infallibility.” -If that Church 
be-infallible why do not their 
own Dtvines agree: 1n--Inter- 
pretation : of - Scripture? if 
. there be an infallible Senſe of 
the: Scriptures. imthat Church, 
* then: the  Members.-of that 
Churcharemad not to keep to 
that:infalhtble Senſe, cſpzcial- 
Iy- fe t they know where: to 
Mt; and' they offer great 
-anil aftronts to their 
church: in-differing.ſo much 
about interpreterian of Scrip+ 
. ture- »  Wben- their Church 


br = £0; give:them-an Jntallible 
= Jenſe of it; ; Forthat Church 


F *"ofk1 


+ »haviog. as 2bey pretend ithe 


CE: - 


(19 ) DO 
Holy ' Ghoſt 'to guide themi/ie? 
all thibes, I ſuppoſe that Spi- 
rit affiſts her in! Interpretati- 
on of one place of _ as 
well as in another: if rhe 
fay it doth infallibly 7. h 
them in ſome places and not 
in all, they deſtroy their own - 
Priciciple , and how-ſhall'a 
man | be' ſure,” that? juſt in 
thoſe Points that? are in dif: 
pute between Us and them ; 
they' are Infallible 2 Is the 
Spirit' divided 7 Or is he not 
alwaies the ſame? Or doth 
not he exert” his power upon 
all occaſions ? 

Madam,who ſo blind as thoſe 
that will not ſee? Who ſees not 
that thepretenceof Infallibil- 

lity is' nothing bur ta juggle; 


a device'to maintain arriple;” _ 
ge crow Ph - 


Sg "*;- 
» 2 "4: 
= ESE * A Ret 
ie, 
Jo . mY - - . 
I I e 


ry 


crown, and an Engine to 
carry on a temporal Antha- 
rity £ God indeed hath pro. 
miſed that his Church dif- 
perſed through the World, 
ſhall Jaſt to the World's end, 
and that the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not prevail agaiait her, 
\ but that promiſe difiers very 
much from a promiſe of Infalli- 
bility, and ſuppoſe it did infer 
an Infallibility , how comes 
the particular Church of 
ROME to ingrols it to her 
ſeif, thatis at the beſt but a 
Member, and a very unſound 
one, of Chriſt's Univerſal 
Church ? It is one thing to 
be ſecured againſt being 
deſtroyed, and another to be 
free from all poflibility of 


Errour. There 1s no doubt 
but 


Car) 
but a-ſober rational man. that - 
prays carneltly for illaminati- 
on, and reads the Scripture 
mach , and conſiders the 
Circumſtances, the Holy 
Writers were In, when they 
writ, and the Occaſions of 
their writing, and hath the 
advantage of Learning, of 
anguages, and Hiſtory, may- 
evea very true Taterpretati- 
on of Scriptures,fuch an Inter- 
pretation as no man can Ia- 
tionally contradiCt., though 
he- hath not recourle to a 
Vilible infallible guide, an4 
tkough himſelf be not in- 
| fallible. Things may be 
very certain, though they 
are not inofallibly ſo , and 
he that can make things 


cut ſo, that a prudent man 
B Cangot 


(22) 

. cannot | but give conſent to 
them, and hath no juſt cauſe 
: to doubt of their truth, -may 
juſtly challenge beleit from 
. other men. - But I will not 
« Infiſt upon: this point becauſe 
-I- never heard you fpeak 
much of it, I will come 

-a littlecloſer to thoſe reaſons 
. that. moved you to goe 
over to the. Roman. Church, 
whereof the principal was 
this, that you were troubled 
_ In .mind upon theaccount of 
your: Sins, and could get no 
farisfation in Our Church% 
thoagh you ſought it like Eſax 
with teares 5 whereas you did 
no ſooner -confeſs toa Roman 
Prieſt, and receiveabſolution 
: but you preſently found un- 

ſpeakable comfort, 

And 


(23) 

And are you "ſure Madam, 
that the peace and ſatisfa(ti- 
on, you found in that Church 
was not delufion'2 you trem- - 
ble at that word ;. But lets 
comiger the Nature of your 
peace. When yon were 'in 
our Church, either you did 
truly repent of all your Sins, 
er you did not, It yon did 
not, malt certainly you could 
have nofvlid peace, but if you 
did truly repent, as you ſay 
you did, what could hinder 
you from applying the pros» 
miſes made to penitent Sinners 
to yourſelf, whichare the trac 
grounds of comfort and fſati[- 
faction? may be you wanted a 
Voice from heaven to confirm 
the promiſe of the Goſpel, but 
have 'you fince heard ſuch a 

B 2 Voice 


LEE 
Voice from - heaven 1n the 
Church of K O ME? I think 
not ; if you truly repented 
. nour Church, then certainly 
by the word of God you 
were aſſured: that your Sins 
were pardoned, and if they 
were pardoned, why ſhou}d , 
you not comfort your elf 
with -that pardon ? That 
whichmakes you rejoycenow, 
1s becauſe you believe your 
Sins 'are pardoned , but 
if when you were of our 
Church, you verily believed ; 
youtruly repented, you could 
not but "believe that your 
Sips were pardoned and con- 
ſequently you might have ta- 
ken as much comfort ,-as you 
do now. But the Miniſters 
of the Chutch of E-glad.,you 

LE. lay, 


OS 
ſay, gave me no abſolutior, - 
which the Roman Prieſt did. 
Why, Madam, did any of our 
Miniſters deny you abſolution, 
when you could aſſure them 
that your Repentance was 
fincere? did you ever aſk ab. 
ſolution, and were you reful. 
ed ? Nay I appeal to your 
Conſcience,. did not thoſe 
Miniſters you converſed with» | 
al aſſure you over and over, 
that you need not doubt of 
the. pardon of your Sins: ſo 
long. as you did deteſt and 
abhor them, and watch, and 
{trive, and -pray againſt them, 
and. were fincerly- reſolved 
to: commit them no. more , 
.and did avoyd the very oc- 
.caſions of Evill? and what 
was this but abſolution, which 
>" 2. . -- however 


» "7 S 


C38). 


however you might have had 


performed with greater Cere- 
mony,if you had had a mind ro 
it, Itisno very hard matter 
to gueſſe at the riſe and 


-Progrefs of your peace and 
fatifation- 1n the Roman | 


Church, All new things 
pleaſz,and provided they haye 


but 'a good face, allure oor | 


fancy , and this being pleaſ- 
ed. , Its very natural to: de. 
fend them ,” and having once 
: defended them, our Loveto 
them advances,and by degrees 
we think our honour and 
Credit is too- far engaged 
ro part with them, Wefee 


uncourtly comparifon,l know. 
not how to {hun it) and the 
—_ Ea. | new 


 howChildrenarequieted with | 
new trities ( pardon the | 


(279): 
mew object, they never ſaw- 
before, ſarprizes and charmes 
them , makes them fix their 
Eyes upon it and cry, it they 
cannot haveit,, Inthe nature 
of Ehildren: we ſee our own, 
and embraceing new objects, 
which our lickly fancy is 
roving after,.is but the Scene 
of Childrens longing for . 


| new play things, changed, 


the Novelty of the thing you 
were venturing upon , the 
new Church ( new indeed, 


new to you, and new to Ale 


mighty. God ) which you 
were to joyn your ſelf te, 
the Stool of Canfeflion in 
the Church, and:the Prieſts 
new habit, and mortified face 
(w hich perhaps he owes more 
to his Country-, than to his 

B--4... Vertne) 


"TY. 
Vertue) and affected gravity, 
and afluring of you that 
their abſolution had a won- 
derfal Vertue and efficacy, 
all- theſe together-ſerprized 
you, and raiſed your ex* 
peQation, and ſtruck: ſome 
kind cf reverence into you. 
 Yonr miad being thus poſe 
ſeſled with the Idea's of 
theſe new thing's you never 
tried. before, and working 
npon your affections, and 
moving your will: to con» 
feſs to this man of Wons 
ders, you naturally fell into 
a#fancy, that ſo much fors 
mality- and Ceremany ditic - 
rent from 'that you had been 
uied to in our Church, 
had - more charmes in it, 
than our plain and honeſt 
CL = way, 


- (25) 

"way , and then laid the 
ſtreſs of your pardon - up- 
on the new Prieſts abſoluti- 
on in that formal manner 
wherewith your fancy -be- 
ing impregnated , it ſoon 
- diffuſed - a cheereful air in 
your countenance, and raiſ- | 
ed ſome gladneſs in your 
heart, becauſe you had now 
done ſomething more than 
- ordinary, as an Antidote: a- 
gainſt your Sin, And from: 
hence aroſe your pretend- 
ed peace and ſatisfaction, 
or deluſion rather , becauſe 
yeu layd the ſtreſs of your 
pardon. upon the: abſoluti- 
on - of that Roman Prieſt , 
and not upon the incerity 
of. your repentance. If a 
Irieſt. could forgive Sinn's 

B 5. whether 
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whether- men” Repent or no.. 
Then indeed: yon might have 
layd che ftreſs of your pardon- 
on: that forgiveneſs of the. 
Prieft, but ſince by gour own 
confellion, that abſolution of 

the Priett ſignifies nothing ex- 
cept people truly repent, for- 
youto build your comfort on- 
that abſolutton,when it ſhould 
have been founded gpon your 
ſincere repentance, cannot but- 
ibea falſe fire and a conterfeir- 
comfort, if you ſay.; you did 
not ferch your peace from that- 
abtolution, but from the fin- 
cerity of your repentance,you 
catch yourſelf,for if your true. 
repentance muſt be the foun- 
dation of it-, then you wight 
have tzkenthe ſame comfort 
Inour-Churet; if ou (till re- 
_P'Y 
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ply, you could not, yofi only 
mean, you would not, tor 
true repentance is trite repen- 
tance in any Church, and if 
true repentance caules true ' 
comfort, it would have cauf- 
ed true comfort in ourChurch, 
as well as in the Roman, and 
therefore there muſt be fome 
cheat in this comfort, 

The fancy you have fince 
takenup, that the reaſon, why - 
you found comfort in the 
Churchof A O ME upon your 
confeſſion and abſolution,and 
none in ours, mult needes be, 
becauſe the Prieſts of that 
Church are true Prieſts and 
thoſe of ours are not , Is: 
as ſolid as your peace. It we 
have no true Prieſts in the 
Church of England; then moſt 

| certainly- 


IS 1» 
certainly. ' the Church ' of 
Ro ME hath none. The Bt» 
ſhops, which in the beginning 
of our reformationdid ordain 
Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons 
among us, were ordained 
by Biſhops of that Church, 
and ifthe Characer of Orders 
by. their own confeſſton be 
indeleble, then it was not all 
the thunders and Lightenings 
of- Excommunication at 
ROME: could annulit, It's 
ks v9 ghoſtly Father very 
confidently tells you (aQuali- 
ty incident. to that ſort of 
men) That our firſt Proteſt- 
ant Biſhops never received 
_ -Orders. from Biſhops of the 
Church of &-0 ME, butone 
would admire what Spirit 
doth poſleſs theſe men, that 


hes yo thcy 


NY Ot 
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they. dare contradid: all-the : 


publick authentick Records 
we have of > their being con- 
ſecrated by - Biſhops © of the 
Church of RKOAE ; they 
might as well deny , that 
there were no. ſuch Kings 
of - England, as Henry 7th. 
and- Hezry. 8th. (' for we 
have nothing but publick 
Records to ſhew for it ) 
as defiy that the Biſhops of 
the Reformation were ncz 
ver copſecrated by Biſhops 
of the: Roman perſwalt- 
on. I am perſwaded that. 
If any Papiſt ſhould come 
into trouble about the title 
of an Eltate, he hath, and 
did but know that. the 
name of his Anceſtors, the 
mann:zr of the Convey= 

ance 


_ 0842 
veyance and / his juſt tithe 
were in ſome: publick Re- 


cord or Regiſter, he would 


foon' make uſe of it, al- 
ledge it as aſufficient proof, 
and thank God for preſerv- 
Ing a Record, that is fo 
much - for his advantage. 
I know not. what can be 
a better teſtimony in mat- 
ters of fat next to Reve= 
lation , than publitk Re- 


cords and Repiſters, and we 


dare venture our reputati- 
on upon it , that in' the 
Authentick Regiſters of the 
reſpetive Arth=Biſhops of 
Canterbury , Where fear 


of | being counted Knaves, 


and, Fools , for putting in 
things contrary to what was 


j ublickly known , may 
juitly 


PE 
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jaſtly be ſappoſed, 'to- have * 
kept | the publick Notaries 
from aſlerting- things no= 
rorioully falſe. In thefe 
Regiſters .I' fay it will be 
found, - what ſqycceffion our 
firſt . Proteſtant Biſhops had, 
how- Arch-Biſhop- Parker the 
firſt Arch-Biſhop ofCanterbary 
under Queen Elizzbeth(to go 
no higher) was conſecrated 
December. 17. 1559 by four 
perſons then aCtnally Biſhops, 
and: who had formerly been 
Ordained by Biſhops of the 
Church of ROME (7iz.) 
|illian: Barlow in Henry the 
Sth, dayes Biſhop of St. 
Davids , under Edward the 
6th, Biſhop of Bath and 
Fells, under Queen Mary 


driven into Exzle and return- 
| ed 


wa. I © 1B ba 

.ed- Under: Queen Elizabeth, 
Jobs Seory. formerly Biſhop 

of Chicheſter, Miles Coverdale 
formerly Biſhop of'Exeter:, | 
and ' John Hodgkins Bilhop 
Suffragan of Bedford, not to 
mention that the Queens Let- 
ters. Patents (incaſe any of 
the other ſhould: be ſick” or 
forced to be. abſent-) - were 
directed to. three Eiſhops 
more, that bad formerly been 
Popiſh Biſhops . and were 
turned Proteſtants ( Ys. ) 
Anthony Biſhop of Laudaff, 
Johe Biſhap Suffiagan of 
Thedford and John Bale Biſhop 
of Offry. But all .this hath 

bzen ſo clearly demonftrated 
out ot- the Fublick Records, 
firſt by Mr. 2/aſor,and lince by 
Arci-Biſhop Bramhal, that he 
{ that 


(37) 


| that writes of it can onely 
1] tranſcribe out of them, and 


thoſe that deny theſe Re- 
cords mult be menof ſtrange 
Foreheads, and of thegreat- 
elt diſtngenuity. From theſe 
men that had their Prieſthood 
from the Church of Roxve, our 
Prieſthood is lineally derived, 
ſo that if our Prieſthood be 


| not valid,theirs cannot beand 


if Hereſie doth not make the E- 
piſcopal office void,nor diſable 
a man fromconferring Epiſcos 
pal order onother men(as is e- 
vident from the ſecond Coun» 
cel of Nice, with your Church 
an Occumenical Connſel , 
which received Bifhop Anrato- 
lizs tho conſecrated byDiegſco- 
r#5 a Hereticai Biſhop (fi ſay 


- Herefie doth not make the E- 


piſ- 
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piſcopal order void, then fup=| 
poſe, We were Hereticks our 
.Prieſthood which is derived: 
from Popi{h Biſhop, that turn- 
ed Prorteftants muſt be a true: 
Prieſthood ftiil, and to this | 
purpoſe I remember one of 
your Church ſaid lately, once 
a-Prieft, for ever a Prielt, 

Madam, if your dcfire to 
know the truth, be hanelſt 
and fincere, you ſhould Ac: 
like a perſon that hatha mind : 
to be ſatisfied, and fearch the 
Publick Records, and till 
then believe not every Tale 
that'stold you 3 the Common 
Plea of your Prieſts, that our 
Records are ſophiſticated, 
and that we have put in what 
we pleaſe, argnes only bold- 
neſs, and ignorance., when - 

they: 


(39) 
they can fhew neither where, 
nor when, nor by whomthey 


| they were corrupted. Thoſe 


that talk ſo, ſeem neither ro 
underſtand what a publick 


| folemne thing the Confe- 


cration of a Biſhop is im 
England, nor to refie&t, how 
difficult it is to fill a publick 
Regiſter with falfities as to. 
matters of fa& , when there 
are fo- many hundered men, 
that know what is done at 
fuch a+ time, and View 


. the Records, and would moſt 


certainly ſpeak of it, if they 
found a flaw in the Relati. 
on. But if we ſhould deal 
thus with the Charch of 
ROME, queſtion all their 


* Regiſters in the Yaticar, and 


ſay, which we might do 
L with 


(40) 


with far greater reaſon, that 
they are things packed and] 
invented by -men, that havea}7 


mind to keep vp a faction, 1 
know what - Language wel 
ſhould meet withal. But 
will you boaſt, ſay you, of 
having derived your orders 
from the Chuch of AO 1B, 
when you believe the Church 
of RO ME to be an Idola- 


trous Chuchz Madam, It is not | 


.the Office ofa Biſhop in your 
Church: we find-fault.. withal, 
but the abuſes of it, A Church 
thats guilty of ver 7 great cors 
ruption both in Doctrine and 
manners, way have ſomething 
thats good-and allowable, 
and hethat retains that, is not 
thereforeguilty other corrug- 
tion,nor.eſpoulſes her Errours, 
| SN Tour. 
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Your Idolatry is one thing,” 


jand your Orders are another. 


The Jews did take many: 


I|-ood things from the. Hea- 


thens, and the Chriſtians ma--. 
ny commendable things from 
the Jewes, but that neither 
made the Jewes' approve of 
the Heatheniſh Worſhip, nor 


| the Chriſtians allow :of the 


Jewiſh Errours. : We are not 
ſo diſingenious , as to make 
the breach between you and 
Us wider then needss So 
far as you go with Scripture 
and true Antiquity we hold 
with you , where you con- 
traditt both, We cannot with 
a ſafe Conſcience bear you 
Company. He that ſees a 
Pearl lye among a great deal 


of Traſh, if he take the Pear), - 


IS 
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is. not therefore 'obliged ta} 
take the Rubbaſh too, and 
we have derived our Ore} 
ders from you., that inferrs] 
no. neceſliry , that we muſh] 
therefore conſent: to: your 
Notorions depravations of 
the ancient ſimplicity of the| 
Goſpel. [The Chriſtians heres 
cofore, that approved of the 
Baptiſm of' the Donatilts, did | 
not therefore preſently ac- 
knowledge the truth of their 
opinions, and he that ſhould 
take a good cuſtome from 
the Turks, cannot be therefore | 

faid to approve of all things 
that are inthe Alcorar. 

Madsm , there is nothing 
more- calie than to cavil 
at the molt prudent Action 
in the World, eſpecially 
WRere 


& 
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where People take a ſlight 


£1 ſurvey of things, and do not 
i with ſeriouſneſs and del:bera. 


tion weigh the circumſtances 
of-the fat, and do not exa- 
mine the 'inſide as well asthe 
outlide, and I muſt confeſs 


upon the beſt examination 


of your ations and proceed- 
ings. in this: Revolt to the 


Church of KO ME, you nes 


ver toek the Right way to be 
farisfied, for inſtead of pon- 
dering theArguments and Mo- 
tives of ' Our departure' from 


the Church of KO ME, and 


of the reaſons we alledge for 


.our Church and Doctrine ; 


you made it your chief im- 


ployment to read their Books, 


.and believed what they ſaid 


to be Oracles, for'no other 
rea- 


(44) 
reaſon but becauſe they talk- 
ed with greater arrogance and 
confidence, If you ſay, that 
you could not judge of Ar- 


2uments having never been, 
bred a Schollar, I would but. 


alk you:bow you durſt change 
your Religion then? Did you 
change it without reaſon and 
without ground 2. and if you 
are. not able to Weigh the 
{trength of Argumengs, how 
can you. be ſure that you are 
in. the. true Church at this 
. time ? It is [not talk, but 
Arguments that muſt demon- 
firate the truth of a Religion, 
and if you have not Iufficients 
ly weighed the' Arguments of 
both {tdes, It is a thouſand to 
one, you 'may ſtil] be in the 
_ Wrong way, and you know 

not 


(45) 


rot bat you may be as much: 
Jout now ,. as you were for*: 


merly ; Madam, fo great a 


{| thing, as the change of your 
1 Religion, upon which no 


leſs then Eternity depends, 
might juſtly have challenged 
ſome years ſtudy , before 


you had reſolved upon it. 


| To do a thing of: this na« 


ture upon * ſo ſhght a-;Surs; 
vey, Conlider- whether it: 
doth not argue raſhnels,' and- 
weakneſs, rather-than : Pie- 
ty and Devotion.: .To leave 


_ x Religion you” bave: been! 


bred and born in, a Reli- 
gion founded upon the Word 
of GOD, and which you 
had Liberty: to: Examine by 
the Scripture ;- upon /'reads 


Ing a Popiſh Book or' two, 


C Withe 
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»without diving to the Bottom 
-of the ſeveral controverſies, | 

without refieting on the im= 
-portance of the points in 
queſtion, without ſtudying a}. 
confiderable time which -Re- 
ligion comes neareſt to. Scrip= 
-ture, and which goes fartheſt 
off, is ſuch an Argament of im- 
- - patience, that you only:ſcem 
to have .ycilded toa dange- 
rous temptation of the. De- 
-vil, If the- Controverſies, be- 
tween the-Church of ROME 
-and-us, are ſo intricate, as you 
ſay, and above your capact- 
ty to dive into. them, you 
| have then ran over to that. 
_ "Church in the dark, and have 
. as little. redfon to. be fſatisfi- 
ed; with | your proceedings, 
-2S\/you believe you have with | 
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mn gur way of Worſhip; You 
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| plead, that you have been fit- 


ting up whole nights , and 
weeping and praying, that 


God would: diſcover to you, 


which is the tine way to 
Salvation, and from that time 
forward you found incling- 
tions to go over to that 
Church; and is this a ſuffici- 
ent argument to juſtifie your 


forwardneſs.? when you had 


already begun to doubt, whiz 


ther our Church were a true 


"Ehurch or no, becauſe you 
found not that ſatisfaction 
in it, your fickly deſires 
wanted, it was then an eaſie 
'matter to-give ear to confi- 
dent. People, that magiſteri- 
ally and peremptorily aſſured 
you, that you, would find 

| C 2 {atis- 
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Fatisfaction in their Church ; 
and being fed with © this 
hope, your inclinations to 
that Church grew ftronger 
every day, as Our Mother 
Eve, the hopes of being like 
GOD, ſuggeſted ro her by 
the Serpent, did epg and ſpur 
her on' to cat of the fatal 
Tree. ROT? AH: 
| We do not forbid people. 
to pray to GOD to lead 
-or GireR them into the right | 
way : ( though ſometimes it 
may be a perfect tempt- 
1ovg -of GOD, when People 
are 1n the right way to dee 
fire GOD to dilcover to 
to them, by a Sign of their 
own choice, whether they are 
Init or no.) But then, if we | 

pray to GOD to diteCt us, 
WE 


(49) 
we muſt not neglect” the. 
means, | G OD- hathrappoint- 
ed in order to- our ſatisfaCtis 
on, but mult compare Scrip- 
ture with Seripture., and 
Books with Books, and Ar- 
guments: with Arguments , 
and ſearch, which Religion 
agrees: molt-” with, - the Do- 
Ctrines and PraCtices:of Chriſt 
and his Apoltles, and as the 


noble Berrheans did, exa- 


mine all: the Doctrines, ob. 
truded to our beleif, by the 
Sctipture 5 - and doing thus, 
and continuing - this ſearch, 


and theſe .prayers together, 


no doubt bue GOD, na 
his own good time, will an» 
{wer us and Direct us. But 
to pray to GODtro direct 
Us, and not to uſe the means, 
7 C 3 in - 


"G WP 
m the uſe of which he hath , 
promiſed to diret Us, Wef 
doin a manner mock him, or 
defire him to work a Mirs. 
cle ſor Us, or to vouchſafe 
Us. ſome extroardinary Reve- 
 Jation, when we have 40ſes 
and the Prophets, and may 
hear them.” And T'am confi» 
- dent, had you joyned this way 
with your Prayer, examined 
the DoRrines of the Church 
of ROME, and :compared 
them with the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriit, feen whe- 
ther there be-any thing like | 
it in the Bible, and ſearches | 
ed whether Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles ever - taught ſuch 
Dodrines, and done all this, 
not ſlightly, bne ſeriouſly 
and ſolidly , Its mpoſlible, 
you. 


(26) 


| .you could ever have. turns: 


ed Papiſt, for if our Go 

be true , that Religion me 
never be true, for there is 
nothing in the World can- 
Tun more counter tothe Goſ- 


pel, than the Dofrines of 
that Church, wherein we 


differ from them, and they 


had need put the Bible *4 


prohibited. Books, . for 


mong. 
fhould- the, people have. Ei- 


berty free! pro Do rife” the 
Church: of .z 0ME would 
grow very thin and deſpr- 
cable, 

I 2m. ſenſible your Prieſts 
find fault with our Tranſla- 
tiga of the Bible, and Cry 
out, that there are great 
defefts in it, but when they 
talk ſo, they had need talkto 


C. 4. Wo- 
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"Women; not to men of Learn-| 
ing , aid that -underſiand 
Greek and Hebrew, the Lan- 
_ *guages,in which theWord was 
Originally written. The Ho-: 
.neſty of” our Franſlators'ap- 
pears ſufficiently from hence, 
becauſe, if any ſentence inthe 
Bible be capable of a double 
fenſe, .they expres the one in 
the Texr, and the otherin'the | 
"Margin. ,* and! where" they 
do bur'in the leaſt,- vary from 
the Original, they either dif- 
cover it by the-Italick Cha. 
raQer, or give you notice 'of 
it in the Margin, theti which | 
there' can be nothing more ho- \ 
neſt, © And let any Papiſh of 
7ou a!l ſhew Us, wherein a- 
oy thing in our Bibles is 11! 
Tranſlated out 'of* — 
| aa 
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deſign, ar expreſſed in words; 


which the Original will nat 
bear. 

If We examine  Tranſlati- 
ons by the Original , 'then 
ſure I am, there is few tranſla- 
tions go further from, it, 
than the Vulgar Latine, 'pr 
the Rhemilt Teſtament ,' as 
were an caſte matter to prove, 
if I intended more | than a 
Letter» FEET” 

You are much taken withg, 
their Mortifications and Pene 
nances, which, you ſay, we 
have not in our Church ; But 
it'sa ſigue, Madam, you. did 
not rightly underſtand our 
Religion. We are ſo far from 
condemving Mortification 
and ſeverity of life, that we 
do commend it, provided it 

C 5 be 
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be in order to ſubdue the. 
body of Sin, and to-raiſe our 
ſe}ves to a greater pitch of 
Vertue , Provided theſe fee 
veritics be ſeparated from all 
Opinion of merit, and from- 
an opinion of their being 
ftisfaQtory , and expiatory, | 
and uſed only as helps, to: | 
work inus a perfe@ deteſta- | 
Hon of Sin. And I will | 
aſſure you there are more in -| 

gthe Church of Ergland, that 
uſe feverities in this humble 
_ way,than you are aware 
of.. | 

We indeed' do- not or- 
dinarily inflid them on all 
perſons, becauſe we know nor 
their conſtitution, nor what 
their natore will bear, nor 
have we any command for 
bs | 1t: 


Sf "Gr es 
it in the word of GOD; 


but theſe things we leave 
to every mans diſcretion , 
Urging, that where Sins res: 
quire ſtronger remedies,there 
men ought to make uſe of 
them, and if their corrupti- 
ons will not be gone by rea« 
fonings and Arguments, that 
there they muſt inflict: mals 
and penalties on themſelves 
to Jive the Unclean Spirit 
one. Fhoughl muſt fay (till, 
that Religious ſeverities and 
auſterities are not/'certaie 
ſigns of a. true Religi@n, for 
Heathens do ufe them 4 as 
much as Chriſtians, nay more 
than Chriſtians, Witneſs the 
Brahmanes in thelndies, and: 
the religious Pdgaxrs diſperſed” 


| GE all-the Eaſtera parts,- 


bas 
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and if you conclude, that 
therefore' the [Church "of 
ROME muſt bein the right, 
becauſe. they inflick great 
pennances, and ſeverities; and 
make-:daily nſe: of them, t 
am-afraid,- you only forbeav 
taraing Turk. or- Heathen, 
becauſe: you never ſaw their 
favi greater ſeverities/in Res. 
ligion:;, +than: the! Church of 
KOH E: can: boaſt- of '» But 
{till}: the Proteſtant Church 
hath not the real Body and 
Blaod-of-Chrift: in the. Holy. 
Sacrambnt,' whichthe Church 
of &:0-4&E - hath;z And are 
your ſure -the)' Church of 
K0 AE: bath -1t?; I am per- 
ſwadedi'you. did: never- taſt. 


it, nor ſe-it, nor feel it, nors 


4 


Smel-it-, and how. do. you. 
- know. 


BY 
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know it 2- what 2: becauſe the 


Prieſts. of that' Church do 
tell you ſo? +No, ſay you; 
I 1s, "becauſe Chriſt- ſaith in 
expreſs termes , this is. my 
Body, And here, I confelſs,/I 
{tand amazed, that men, with 
tearning and+ reaſon about 
them, can ſink into an opint. 
on ſo contradictory , that, if 
all the conſequences of-it be 

conſidered, there is nothing 
1n-nature can be more abſurd, 
or irrational, and the Church 
of ROME: had need oblige 
men to deny both their rea» 
ſon and ſenſes to beleive a 
tranſubſtantiation. Here in* 
deed a Faith is neeeſlary, 
firong enough to remove: 
mountaines, and thcugh ne- 
ver | any Miracles were 
wrought, 
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wrought, but were wrouglit 


-on purpoſe to convince our. 
ſenſes, yet here we muſt be- 
lieve one. which neither ſence 
nor reaſon can diſcover, 
When Chriſt gave the Sacra- 
ment to his Diſciples, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, 1 Corinth. 11. 24, 
He brake the bread; and ſaid, 
#4ke eat, thir is my body, which 
.* 58 broken for you: It 15 a won. 
derful thing ,. that the word 
zs, in the firſt Sentence, this 
z5- wry Body, ſhould have a 
litteral ſenſe,. and inthe very: 
next ſentence, pronounced 
with the ſame breath, cannot 
admit of aLitteral ſenſe ; for 
the word #7, in the ſecond 
ſentence mult neceſlarily ſtand 
for fhull be , becauſe Chrilts 
Body.when he gave the Bread. 


© was 


_ of the Sacrament, is-a thing 


| —_— 
was not yet broken : If it | 
will not admit of a Litteral 
Senſe in the very next ſen- 
tence, becauſe of the abſurdi- 
ty that would follow , that: 
ebriſt was Crucifted , before 
he- was Crucified, why ſhould 
we underſtand it in the firlt_ 
ſentence litterally, when the 
abſurdity 1s far greaters Nay 


that the word 7s ſhould not 


be capable of being under» 
ſtood litterally in the ſecond” 


eſſential! part 'of the Sacra-. 


ment, This cup 7s the New- 
Teſtament , that here ſay it 
ſhould import, and can im- 
port nothing elfe, but ſignifies. 
or is- a fign of the new Teſta- 
ment, and yet muſt not be 
underſtood fo, in the firſt part 


We 


—_ 


Of SIN 


(60) 


Wwe cannot comprehend ;. And. 
when the Apoſtle, ſpeaking 
of the Lords Supper or Eus 
chariſt,. x Cor. 10- 16. The 
Cup of bleſting which we 
bleſs, 75- it mot the Communion . 
of the Blood of Chriſt, and the 
Bread which we break, 7s it 
mot the Communion , of the 
Body of Chriſt ; Let the rigidelt. 
Papilt, that hath not. quite 
baniſhed his reaſon, tell me, 
how he will make fenſe of. 
the word zs here, except he 
underſtand . it figuratively ;. 

"moſt certainly it cannot. be 
underſtood literally ; for the 
Cup 1s not that Communion ,. 
but is a ſign ofit ; One would 
admire, how men can be ſo 
obtigate 1n a-thing as clear. 
. asthe Sun, and you might as. 
TN well 


well conclude, that Chriſt -is 
a Door made of boards and 
pailes , becauſe the” Scripture 


- fayth , he is a Docer, and 


that he 1s a real Vine with 
green 'Leaves and Grapes 
about him, becauſe the Scrips 
ture faith he x a Vine. Bat 
ſuppoſe the word # inthefe 
words, This 2s my body, 
muſt be underſtood literally, 
how doth this makefor tran- 
(ubſtantiation? Are the words 
#' and ' is tranſubltantiated 
all one? A thing may beſaid 
tobe a thouſand ways, and yet 
without tranſubſtantiation ; 
ſo that, it by the word 7s you 
underſtand tranſubſtantiati- 
on, you your ſelves mult-go 
from the literal ſenſe, and. 
aſſume a- ſenſe ; which is- net 
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expreſſed in that ſaying, AI} * 


- the Jews are {o well verſed 
4n Feb of $acramental' 4 


_ expreſtions, that by the word 


#5 they underſtand nothing: 


L 


but ſignifies or repreſents, and]. 


therefore its a horrid 'fhame, 


that Chriſtians, meerly for | 
fear 'of being laughed at, for 


departing: from an. abſurd o- 
pinion, and lofing the ere- 
dit -of a [pretended infalli> 
bility,, ſhould make theme 
ſelves ignorant in that , 
which the meaneſt Jew, even 
before the Goſpel .' under- 


ſtood without a Teacher 3 


for we. may confidently be- 
leive, that no Jew , before 
Chrifts time, was ſo fottiſtrto 
think, -when it's faid, rhe fleſb 


that 
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that the fleſh or blood was 
really the Paſteover, but oin- 


dy a ſign and” repreſentation 


of it , or a token to them”, 
as Moſes calls it, wer. 13. 


T will not here put. you in 


mind of the ſtrange abſurdi- 


_ ties that maſt follow from 


this Dofdrine of Tranfubſtan- - 
nation, vs. that Chriſt, when 
he did eat and drink in-this 
Sacrament, muſt have eaten 
bis own fleſh, and that the A- 


. Poſtles muſt have eaten his bo= 


dy, while he was at the Ta- 
ble with them, and before te 
was Crucified, &e. I could 
tell you, that this Dodrine 
is againſt the great Article of 
our Faith, that Chriſt is aſcend- 
ed ihto Heaven, and there 


fitteth at the Right Hand of 


G OD: 
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GOD until the day of Judg: 
AA rot, 5 L 
- Fhat-it-is- againſt the Na= 
ture of areal Body tobe in a 
. thouſand places at once, And! 
that froms:hence it muſt fol-: 
low, that.the Body and Blood 
of {Chrilt.is capable of be- 
ing devqured by Vermine,, 
capable of - being. poiſon=' 
ed:,- and inſtead :;of [giving 
life may. be ſo order'd,. that 
it ſhall - kill and ./murther-; 
witneſs Y:For the third, 
Pope of AO ME, and. Henry 
the Vilzh, Emperour;,- who 
were poiſoned in, the Sacra« 
ment, not to mention-a-thouz 
ſand more of ſuch. Monſtrous 
conſequences : But ſince, Ma- 
dam, you do inſiſt fo. much 
ppon: that: place. of Scripture, 
tt John 
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| 3obe 6,155: Except you eat 


| 2» 'feſp and drink, my blood 
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'4Y 70% have no life in you, | le 


F but breifly ſhew yon, how 
FJ ill a Logician you are, either”. 
F to believe that this is ſpoke 
JF of the- Sacrament, 'or that 


theſe words. infer a Corpo» 
ral -manducation of Chriſts 


. real Body and blood, if they" 


be meant of the Euchariſt, 
it will neceffarily follow , 
that Chriſt oblig'd the Jews, 
and- his hearers to come to 
the Sacrament at the'timehe' 
ſpake theſe words , for! he: 
ſpeakes of their preſent eat- 
ing and drinking, (Except ye 
eat, Oc.) Butthis hecould 
not poflibly do, for the Sa- 
crament of his body andblood: 
was -not infiitnted £111 ar 
leaſt 
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 Jeaft 2 whole twelve monthy 
after, nor did. any. of his dif: 
ciples, at thattime, dream of 
any ſuch thingy as his | 
and being crucified, -nor dothy 
Chriſt ſpeak the leaſt word 0 
itin the whole Chapter, which | 
he muſt neceſ{arily have done, 


\ 
A 
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3f be had intended - the Sacr- | 


ment by it, which is al] coge- 
"ther founded in. his crucih-; 
xion. For this Sermon. of | 
'Chrilt , concerning eating 
and drinking his Fes and 
blood, was delivered juſt a- 
bout. the Feaſt of the 'Palle-: 
Over, Ver, 4 After which feaſt, 
as it is ſaid, John, 7. 1.2. the 
Jews celcbrated the fealt of. 
Tabernacles ,- and after this 
they kept another. feaſt of 
the Palleaver , the laſt, 
which 


| .C067) 

bel which-Chriſt was at , which 
ic was no leſs than. a twelve 
of month after, John. 11, 55, 
I Johr. 12.21. So that. the Sa- 
J ccament of Chriſts Body and 
$ blood, not being inſtituted 
before the laſt Paſſover, as 
all the Evyangeliſts agree, it 
was not poſlible, that either 
the believing Jews, or the 
Apoſtles. could underſtand tt 
of the Sacrament ( and I fup- 
poſe Chriſt intended to be 
underſtood ) becauſe there 
was no ſuch thing as yet ins 
ſtituted, Beſides, 1t is impoſe 
ſible, that it can be underſtood 
of the Sacramental eating aud 
drinking of the Body and 
Bload of Chriſt, for without 
this eating and drinking there 
15-no- Salvation to be had, as 
-1t 


_ ; 

ft is Taid', Joh.-6.' 53, 54 
and if it were to be undereſt 
ſtood of -the Euchariſt , wes 
muſt exclude all Chriſtians 
from Salvation, that are not 
Ina capacity, nor in a.poſſts 
bility of receiving it, which 
'F am fare, your own Church 
. Will not do. | 
- -And that theſe words © 
Chriſt cannot -poſfibly be nns 
derſtood-of a-Corporal eating: 
Chriſts flefh, and drinking his 
blood,” but muſt be unders 
ftood of a Spiritualcating and' 
Urinking, that's, believing in 
him, and obeying him, and 
Hoping for pardon through 
hisdeath, which is the Spiritu» 
al food of the Soul, isevident 
from the'' 54th. and 56th. 
Veiſe, where every one that 
Ne cates 
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4 ats of his fleſh, and drinks of 
<JShis blood, 1s aid to. have 
gattually eternal life in him, 
FJand Chriſt dwelling in him, 
pt and | he dwelling in Chriſt. 

14] That is, Chriſt loyes him with 
a loveof complacency, heisa 
kj Child of GOD, and beloved 
FJ of him, and an heir of Hea- 
£ ven But ſince Wicked men 
| come to the Sacrament, 
v5} not only in our Church, but 
$80 even in the Church of ROME; 

+ it would follow, if a corporal 
J cating were underſtood, that 
| Wicked men, eating Chriſts 
f body, and drinking his blood, 

have Eternal life in them , and 
that Chriſt dwels in them, and 
are true Children oft GOD, 
' and heires of Heaven , cons 
trary to theunanimous conſent 
of the Holy Prophets and 
= Re Abo: 


VE 


Tons | 
Apoſtles, who call . Wicked 
men Children of the Devil; 
and blinded by the Devil, the 
GOD of the World, and 
Heirs of damnation. And: 
indeed it is {trange, that pec. 
ple ſhould contend for this 
corporal and ſenſual eating) 
of Chriſts fleſh, and drinking: 
his blood, when Chriſt himſcle 
ſaith,w. 63. That the fleſh profi-: 
teth nothing, and that this eat-: 
ingand drinking muſt be un-: 
derſtood ſpiritoally,z.e.ofSpiri-! 
tualeating and drinking,which 
is believing, asit is ſaid, v.64. 

You ſee, Madam, what it 1s 
not :to make uſe of your own 
reaſon, but to enflave it to the 
Faith of a Church, which loves 
toaCt in the Dark, and would 
have her Children Colliers, and 


_—_ what the Church be- 
lieves - 


'C 101) 


1 4 lieves, and know littlemore 


than the great Myſtery of an 
Ave Maria, or a Roſary. 
Time was, when you were 
pleaſed 'to_ tell our Miniſters 
that though you'were gone 0«. 
ver tothe Church of KO ALE, 
yetyowhad liberty not topray 
to Saints, nor to fall down 
before Images , for that was 
not thought neceſlary by the 
Church of & 0M E,which only 
recommends-prayingtoSaints, 
andVeneration of Reltcks;anfl 
Images, asa thing uſefu}, and 
which men have received 
much-benefit by. And indeed 
I remember, I was told ,;.you 
thought,thatipray ing:to Saints 
was a kind of Idolatry, and 
_ therfore weregladithey would . 
excnſe you from that Wore 
5 2 So {hip 


(102) 3 
. thip , but lince, I hear, tha 
you are grown as devout a 
- Worſhipper of Saints, and 
peculiarly of the Virgin A/ery, 
and do proſtrate your ſelf be- 
fore them, as much as the moſt 
_ tractable Papiſtin the World, 
Iconfefs, I did ſmell a Rat at 

- firſt; when your Prieſts affure$ 
ed you, that Invocation of 
Saints was not a thing come 
manded but recommended as 
uſeful,and was then confident 
that before i year came to 
an end, for all theſe ſoft ex- 
Preffions and diſpenſations 
with your omiſtion of this 
, [;worſhip, they would per- 
{wade you to that worſhip, 
which then you thought un- 
 Tawful': My prophecy is come 
to paſs, and the Pill, which 
ſeemed 
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Sl:emed very bitter at fiſt, 
f is (wallowed, and become 
FJ ſweeter than hony, and look'd 
upon as an excellent Medi- 
cine. And this, I muſtneeds - 
fay, is more than you could 
have in our Church. But 
this is our Comfort, that the 
*F more ingenuous men of the 
Church of BO ME confeſs, 
that this praying to Saints or 
Angels was not heard of, .or 
uſed inthe Chriſtian Charch, 
for the firſt three hundred 
"FF years after Chriſt : and ifthe 
Chriſtian Church, for the firſt 
) 


300 years,did not think ir uſe- 
ful at all, it is-a ſtrange dege- 
neration from their principles, 
to 'preſs it now as uſeful +, 
Certainly , if GOD had 
thought this invocation ſo © 
D 3 uſeful _ 


| 0” | | 
uſeful,” as your Church pre: 


rends , i It is,, He would no} 
' have ſo peremtorily com 
manged,. Call uporr. -1e in #bt 
day of trouble 3 1 will delivedl 
thee, and thou ſhalt glorifie me\ 
Pſalm. 50. 15. and it's prof 
bable , the Apoltles, 1n pres 
ſcribing ſo many uſeful things 
of far leſs: concern, would no 
have left us in. the dark as to 
the mighty nieſullneſs of this 
invocation; eſpecially, when 
they had occaſion to mention 
the fpirits of men made per- 
fe, and did fo often con: 
verſe with Angels, The 
Ange), Revl.22,8.9, thought 
It a-very- uſeleſs thing, and 
would not admit of ſo much 
_ as. a Religious proftration 
of the Evangeliſt before him, 
TO becauſe 
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SF 65) : 
becauſe itlook*d like Sacri- 
F ledge, androbbing G OD of 
my his due, 

"0 But ſince your Church in 
ld this - adoration takes pattern 
* ſo much by the Courts of 
OY Princes , give me leave to 
© inggeſt to you , how you 
- think , a Soveraiga Prince 
O 


would take it, if a Subject 

ON ſhould give any of his ſer- 
SY vants the title -of Majeſty, 
17 or any other title ,- which 
y properly belongs to him. 
"| Fhere are few titles , that 
's GOD hath , and inſpired 
men have given to him, but 
| you give them to the Biefled 
Virgin , and though, when 

you are charg'd withit, you 

fall to diſtinQtions, and turn, 

and wind your ſelves to get 
D-4 - out: 
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out , yet that ſhews only i 
'bad cauſe, becauſe ir requirel 
ſo much artifice and cunning 
to defend it : but, alas ! it 
muſt be Children, "that are}. 
\perſwaded and coaxed to bes 

lieve, that the Charch of 
ROME onely counts it uſe 
ful not neceſlary, when it is 
well known, that the-gene. 
rality of that Communi. 
on pray to Saints more than 
to GOD ( which in the 
Scripture phraſe is honour- 
ing the creature more than 
the Creator ) and they ne- 
ver leave that perſon, that 
goes. over to them, til] they 
have brought him to that 
Worſhip of Saints and Angels. 
Its pretty to hear theſe 
Men talk, that It is only re. 
 com- 


DC 4 - 
commended .as uſeful, when 


the Biſhops and Preachers of 
that Church are injoyned, and 


take their oath upon't, to com- 
mend this invocation tor the 
People, as profitable ; and the 


People are obliged to hearken 
to their Prieſts 1n all things; fo 


| that though a Man at firſt may 


think this Invocation not ne- 
ceflary, upon the account of 
its betag onely ufcfu], yet from 
that other obligation he hath, 
to obey the Prieſt in all ſpirt- 
tual things, it becomes nes 
ceſfary : But from this ſcrus 
ple we are delivered, Ma- 
dam, by the Confeſhion of 
Faith, which the Roman Cas 
techiſme doth preſcribe , for 
there it is, that it 1s not on. 
ly uſefu], but that we ought 

Ds5 to 
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to pray finto Saints, and in- 
deed ſhould any man live 
in that Communion, and os 
mit it , he would ſoon be{ 
looked upon as prophane, 
and but a half Convert to 
their Church; they would 
ſoon let: him know their 
diſpleaſure, and either fright 
_ or flatter him into confors. 
mity. And is this the Wor- 
ſhip, Madam, which 'Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles have 1njoyn- 
ed the World ? Are not 
you afraid of doing things , 

that do fo nearly border up- | 


"On robbing God of his. ho- 


nour and glory > IdolJatry | 
is a frightful word, and you 
do not love to hear it, and | 
therefore I will trovble you | 
With it as little as I can, But 

when 


when God hath commanded 


you tocome to him diredly, 
without mentiomng the 1n- 
terccſhon. of Saints and- An» 
gels, how dares your Church 
of her own head, bring in a 
Worſhip ſo dangerous ? who 
ſhould preſcribe the way how 
God is to be worſhipped, but 
God himſelf 2 And if God: 


requires you to addrels your- 
ſelf to him without any other” 


Mcdiator, bat Chnſt Jeſus, 
Have not you juſt reaſon to 
be aftaid, that God will re-' 
jz& your Prayers, which are 
addrefled to Saints, as Meci= 
ators. contrary tu his order 
and injunttion? What Kings 
ſuffer hefe on Earth, in. let « 
ting their Subjects addreſs 
themſelves by their Servants 
oo 


to them, can be no example 
here, for God, as he intends 
not to regulate his Court by 
the Court of Princes, ſo we 
know it is againſt his Order, 
to go to his Servants, when 
we are commanded to come | 
dircAly to him, and it'1s ſach 
4_ voluntary humility as de- 
. Prives us of our reward, as 
the Apoſtles exprefſly tells us. 
Coloſj. 2.18, God knew well 
enough if men addreſfled 
themſelves to his Servants, to 
have acceſs to him, ſomething 
of the Worſhip due to him ' 
would ſtick by the way, and 
relt upon his Servants to his 
diſhonour and diſparage- 
ment, and therefore he men- 
tioned nothing of this medt- 


ate addreſs, Its true we de= 
"” lire 


le 


(171) 
fire onr neighbours here on 
Earth to pray for ns, but for 
that we havea command 3; for 
the invocation of Saints de- 
parted we have none, andin . 
vain do they worſhip me 


( ſaith God) teaching for do. 


_ Ctrines the Commandments of 
| men, 4448.15. 9. But beſides, 


when you deſire your living 
Neighbours to pray for you, 
I hope you ao not fall down 
upon your knees to them, 
nor uſe the ſame zeal and de- 
vation to them, as you doto 
Gad, and for whole honrs to- 
gether, as you do to Saints 
departed. Bat why will you 
blind your ſelf in a thing 
which your own practice con- 
tradifts you in, you know 
you do not onely pray to 


Saints -. 


"Le - - 


Saints departed to pray for 
you, bat you do many times, 
without making any'mention. 
of their Prayers for you, beg 
of them, with the ſame reve- | 
rence, and proſtrations you 
uſe to God, to deliver you 
from all evil, and conſequent-._ 
ly you'beg the ſame Bleflings 
of them you beg of God. 
And it is but a weak excufz 
to ſay, that you intend by 
thoſe Prayers nothing elſe, 
but that by their interceſſion. 
they may get thoſe blcſlings 
for you, for you go contra- 
ry to the natnre of things, 
and whereas words ordinati- 
ly are interpreters ofthe mind, 
you make your minds inter- 
preters of your words and 
actions, which is a ſtrange 
evalion, 


r 
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evaſion, and if fuch a thing be 
intended, why do you lay a 
ſnare before the Common 
ſort of People? who, being 
ordered to pray to Saints for 
ſuch and ſach bleflings, know 
nothing to the contrary, but 
that they areable to diſpenſe 
thoſe Bleſſings to them, and 
thus commit Idollatry by your 


| willful connivance , whoſe 


blood will certainly be res 
quired at your Churchmens 


| hands one day. Examine but 


your Prayers to the Virgin 


5 Mary in your own Manuals, 
' Waen you have prayed to 


her, and begged of her all 


that you can pray of GOD, 
| you add a word or two of 


her interceſſion , which in 
good truth is nothing but a 
| blind 
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| blind, that you may not be 
faid to commit down right 
Idolatry. You know thofe 
' Prayers to the Virgin Mary; 
which in theLatine,and I think 
in the Engliſh Manual too, are' 


ordered tobe faid to theV irgin! 
Morning andEvening,the one, 
O my Lady, Holy Mary, Icow-Y 
mend my ſelf, my Soul and Body* 
to thy bleſſed care and ſingular. 


cuſtody, and tothe boſome of thy 


wercy this day,” and every day, 
and in the hour of my going 


out of the World, All my. 
hope, and all my comfort, all 
try afflitions and miſeries , 
my life, my end I commit 
unto thee (ſpeak ſeriouſly 
what can you ſay more to 


GOD) that by thy moſt 


holy Interceſſion , and by 


me” 


| 
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merits , all my words and 
ations may be direded and 
diſpoſed according to thine, 
JN and thy Sons Will, Amen, 
of Where it's worth noting , 
I that firſt yon do put as mach 
F truſt ia the Virgin as you do 
FJ in GOD, and then afterwards, © 
F towake theſe harſh expreſſt» 
j ons fofter , you delice her. to 
interceed for you , that your 
works may be direQed ac 
4 cording to Chriſts Will, nay 
and her own, as if ſhe werea 
Law. giver too? Then follows 
Maria Mater Gratis &*c. ©O. 
Mary, Mother of Grace, Mother 
of Mercy, Prote& us from the 
Enemy, and receiveus in the 
hour of Death , which St. 
Stephen thought was fitter to 
be ſaid to Chriſt , when he 
Cryed, 


F633 © 

'Cryed, Lord Jeſu receive my 
. Spirit» Then followes the 
Evening Prayer tothe Virgin 
Mary. 0 Mary, Mother: of 
G-©-D, and gratious Virgin, 
the true Comforter of all di- 
ſtreſſed Creatures that call up- 
on thee ( this Epithete by the 
way the Scripture grves to 
the Holy Ghoſt) by that grear 
joy whereby thou walt com. 
forted, when thou did{t know 
that Jeſus Chriiz was riſen 
the third'day from the Dead 
Iimpaſlible, be thou the Com. 
forter of my Soul , and by 
-the fame,, who is thine and 
GODS only Son in the laſt 
day, when with body and 
Soul I ſhall riſe again, and 
give an account of all my 
actions, do thou Vouchſafe to 
| help 


| (127) 
help me, that I may eſcape the 
Senterce of perpetual Dam- 
nation by thee Pious Mother 
and Virgin, and may come 
happily with all the Ele& 
of GOD to Eternal joyes, 
Amen, Then follows, vn- 
der thy proteftion we flee, 
Holy Mother of GOD, 
deſpiſe not our prayer in 
our neceflities, but deliver 
us from all dangers alwaycs, 
O glorious and bleſſed. Vir- 
gin. Not. 'to mention any 
more prayers of this nature , 
whereoftherefsa vali number. 

If GOD be a GOD 
jealons of his Glory, how 
can he like and. approve- of 
ſuch doings > It's true the 
Hoaour done to his Servants 


is done to him, but then it muſt 
be 


| (118) 

be ſuck- Honour, as they are 
capable to receive 3 fo to 
Honour them, as to give them 
the ' Epithetes and titles; 
which the Scripture gives to. 
none but GOH, ſo to 
Honour them, as to uſe In 
your prayers to them the ſame. 
outward proftrations, that 
'you uſeto GOD, when you 
pray to him, ſo-to Honour 
them, as to ſpend more time 
in your addrefſes to' them 
than you do in ſupplications 
to GOD, as i1sevident from 
your Roſary ; fo to Hononr 
them, as toſay more prayers 
tothem than to Chriſt, ſo to 
Honour them, as to joyn 
their merits with - Chriſts 
merits : This is an Honour 
- which, I believe, will oblige 
GOD 
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OD to ſay one day, who 


em hath required theſe things 


les; 
to: 
to. 


at your hands? And how un- 
like the Worlhip of the true 
GOD is that Veneration 
ou expreſs to the Images and 
ictures of Saints, and to-Re. 


flicks? How unlike that plain 
| and Simple Worſhip which 


the Goſpel enjoynes. ? One 


| would think it ſhould a little 


ſtartle you, to ſee, that your 
Church is afraid to let the 
ſecond Commandement be 
known to the people , you 
know they leave it out in their 
Primmers and Catechiſmes, or 
if they mention it, they do 


ſo mince it,that one ſees plain- 


ly, they are afraid the People 
ſhould fee the contrariety of 


- the'r Worſhip to the expreſs 


word 


{ 1:0) 

word of GOD. Inthe be« 
ginning of the Reformation; 
the very fight of this Com: 
mandement made people run 
away from the Church of 
R 0 MEas much as any thing]: | 
indeed to conſider the gene-|] | 
raltermes GOD uſes there, 
Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf] 
any graven Image , &c. Thou 
ſhzlt not only not\ Worſhip] 
them but wot ſo much as fall 
down before them , would 
make a perſon , that is not 
taken more with the Golden 
Legends, than with Scripture, 
afraid of proſtrations before 
Images, upon the account of 
devotion; 1t-1s not all your 
plea , that you do not ters; 
minate your worſhip on the 
Image, but on the perſon re. 
preſented 


JV 


_ 
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bY reſented by the Image, that 
_ "will excuſe you at the great 
« tribunal; for not to mention, 
axoſe bat in the fame manner the 
A Heathen uſed to defendtheir: 
jgroſleſt Idolatry , and that 
S405 0u are forced to borrow 
Jtheir very Arguments, your 
-yjown Authors do confeſle , 
Hi that the common people 
. are apt [to pay - adoration, 
'PIand do' pay adoration'to the 
| | mages -.themſelves ., and 
y why aw#l]/ you; lay duch a 
**{ Stunibling block before the 
"I people? © bt» > 
5 Much might 'beiſaid of the 
p adoration you pay to the 
conſecrated Hofte z 'you cons 
fels, that the worſhip you 
give to it, is the ſame wor- 


" | ſhip, you give toGod; What 


&. 0: 
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If that Wafer ſhould not 7 IC 
turned into the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt 2 what if 1tÞie 
ſhould remain as very a Wa 
fer, as it was before canſeh 
creation 2 what if it houlahe 
not be God, as you have allf[ 
the demonſtration that ſenſeſ| c 
or reaſon can give you, thath 
. It is not changed into anos 
ther ſubſtance? what mon- 
{trons Idolatry would this [' 
be? Ay, but we believe ith 
to be GOD; why, Madam, 
doth your belief, that fact | 
a thing is God, or Ghriſt, 
excuſe 'you from Idvlatry #' 
ſhould you believe a Stone J! 
to be GOD, and adore it, 
might not you juſtly be: 
charged with-Idolatry.? you] 
Fagn' upon the Heathens as] 
Idolaters 


(123) 
by Wolaters, becauſe they. adore 
the Sun 3 Ay, but they be- 
ieffers that Sun..to be God, 
a4 nd how then, according to 
e-fyour plea, can they be Ido- 
dfjaters 2 If there be ſuch a 
1fTranſubſtantiation in the Sa- 
ſejerament, as. you , fancy , and 
athar Adoration of the Hoſte ſo 
rery neceſlary , what's the 
- alba, the Apoltles of our 
Lord, that ſaw Chriſt before 
<dih ir-eyes, (only could not 
Aveheve that there were two 
IChriſts, one. fitting at the ta- 
. [ble,- the other reached out to 
2Jthem;) What's the reaſon, I 
Jay," that they fate (till and 
paid no Adoration to the 
2]Bread , which according to 
4 


Jyou was Tranſubſtantiated 
into Chriſt 2 If they did not 
| | EL __ _ adore 
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cc 
adore it, what a* preſamption/ 
B'itin you togive the high- 
eſt Worſhip to the conſecrat« 
ed bread: upon a'- pretence!; 
that that bread' is God under 
the accidents of Bread ? But 
of this1 have ſaid enoagh'vc+ 
fore, and could. you buttfind 
time to read 'what”'our Aus 
thors have written upon this 
ſubje&, it could be nothing 
but hardneſs of heart , _ 
reſolution to be blind, could 
keep you in a Church,” #hay 
fills your head with DoCtrmes; 
contrary to the nature of aj 
Sacrament, contrary to all 
_ that Moſes, and the Prophets, 
nay and all ſound Philoſophers 
have ſaid. oe 

I will not ſay any thing 
bere of your {trange une 
_ bloody 
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4s, we 


(go 
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bloody Sacrifice ofthe Maſs, 
a thing unheard of in the 
purer Ages of Chriſtianity, 
and which the Scripture is 


; fo great a ſtranger to, that one 


would wonder how Mankind 
came - to light upon the noz 


tion. Nor of your Doctrine 


of Merits. becauſe, I find your 
Prieſts have two ſtrings to 
their Bow , and tell the 
people one thing, and their 
adverſaries, when they diſpute 
with them, another 3 affirme 


and deny it as they lee occalt- 


. on,and neceſiity requires On» - 


lyone thing | muſt needs take 
notice of before 1 take. my 
leave, and that is the Gigan- 
tick Argument, that fome of 
your Gentlemen . boaſt of, 
and which ſtrikes all Pros. 

E 3 - | teftanits 
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teſtants dead at the firſt hear- 
ing of it. If there be any. 
- thing-true, this. mult be true, 
.._ _thatthereisa GOD, ittheae 
be a G OD, there. maſt be a 
true Religion , if there be-a 
true Religion, there mult be 
a-true revealed Religion., if 
there be a' true revealed Rex: 
ligon, the Chriſtian Religion] 
muſt be that. true-; revealed 
Religion, and if the Chriſtian 
Religion be true , then the 
Religion of - the - Church 
of RK0 ME muſt be true, for 
the Argument, that proves the 
Chriſtian Religion to be true 
proves the Religion of the 
Church of K0 ME -tobetrue, 
"which is this, Either -the 
Chriſtian Religion was pro- 
Pagated 


| pagated without miracles or 
| by miracles, if by miracles 
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then it muſt be divine, if 
without miracles,then it is the 
greateſt miracle, that a Re- 
Iigion, fo contrary to fleſh 
and blood ſhould prevail with 
ſenſual men. The fame, ſa 


they, is true of the Religion 
of the Church of -KO ME. 


For if it be propagated by 
Miracles, it muſt be divine, 
it without Miracles, it muſt 
be ſo much more, becauſe 
It preſcribes things contrary 
to Fleſh and blood, as Pe- 
nances, Aulterities, &*c. And 
thouſands of People do em- 
brace it. I will not make my 
ſelf merry here in athing ſo 
ſerious, elle | conld have told 
you, that I have hard of an 

| 'E 3 Argument 
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Argument , when I -was atf. 
School, ſomewhat like this, 
He that drinks well , ſleeps 
well, he that ſleeps well, com 
mits no Stn, He that commits 
no Sin will be ſaved ; there: 
fore he.that drinks welf will 
be ſaved. But I forbear ; 
Andas to the aforeſaid: Argus 
ment, whereby .one of your 
Prieſts, that bath printed it, 
. thinks to | end all Contro- 
verlies , 1 will ſay. no more 
but this. Firft, that. as there 
is. no Chriſtian » but muſt 
readily confeſs, that the Mi- 
racles Chiilt and his Apoſtles 
wrought,were a Confirmation 
of the Divinity of their. Do- 
Ctrine, ſo.there is no man of 
any brains, can admit of the 
other part of the dilemma 
_ 


hy 


43 Uaiveil, ty true /, that a 
Religion .that goes againſt 
Fleſhand blood , it, propaga- 
ted/ without Miracles, muſt 
therefore be. neceſlarily Di-_ 
'Vine. Setondly , that fo far 


as. the Religionof the Church 


of ROME agrees. with the 
#ruly Chriſtian Religion, ſo 
fant ts'undoubtedly; true, 
and: it will-naturally follow, 
that if the ChriſtianReligion 


be true; the Religion of; the 
Church of 2.0478, ſo far 4 


it- aprebs | with the Chriſtian 


Religion, mult needs: betrue. 


And the ſame may beſaid of 
the Proteſtant Religion, but 
that''the | Roman / Religion. 


mult therefore-be.trae, where 


itgoesaway and: ditiers fram 
we traly Chriſtian Religion, 


E 4 revealed 


+ 
revealed to ns in the Golpely | 
isa conſequence, which nong 
*burt -Childrea can approve off 
"Thirdly with this Argument, 
'a man might prove the Divini- 
'ty of almoſt any Religion in 
the World. He that is no ſtrag: 
ger to Hiſtory , muſt needs 
know, what ſeverities, \what 
auſteritics of life the Brach- 
evans, Or the Heathen Friers 
in the I-dies do both pref. 
cribe,, ' and practiſe; and:what 
'Profelites they\make; and:/how 
fall the Kingdom of the great 
Aogol is of them, how fome 
Wallow in aſhes day and 
night, how- others go .charge 
ed with heavy Iron Chaines 
all- their: dayes, how others 
ſtand upright upon their 
Legs for' whole 'weekes toe 
- gether . 
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1 gether, &c. How in Japan 
JF and other placcs of the Tndzes, 
4 the Prieſts perſwade the peoz 
J ple to faſt themſclvesto death, 
| to go long Pilgrimages ,.10 


give all they have to_'the. 
Prieſts, to throw themſelves 


$ down from fteep rocks; and 
break their necks, and all to 


arrive the ſooner to the hap- 
pineſs of another World, &*c. 
I thiak there cannot be things- 
more contrary to fleſh and 
blood, than theſe, and yet we 
{ce theſe Doftrines are pros _ 
pogated daily. without any 
force, of Armes, only by Exe 
ample and perſwaſton, to be 
ſure without ?any Miracle , 
but, I hope, that doth nor 
prove their Religion to be 
diy.na* It'sa Dicate of the - 
E 5 ght 


| __ 
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light of Nature, that the way 
to Heaven is ſtrait, and there: 
fore people,that are religiout- 
ly inclined, are eaſily won ©- 
ver to thoſe men. whom they 
ſee exerciſe ſach ſeverities up- 
on themſelves. 

To Conclude 'Madam,when 
: al 19 done , What the true 
Church is, maſt-be tryed by 
' the Writings of the Evange- 
*Iiſts, and Apoſtles, Welee, 
that even in. the Apoſtles 
gayes, corrnptions crept into 
the Church', Witnefs the 
Churches of Corinth, Galat34a, 
and Coloffe,, &c. and the 
fimplicity of the Goſpel began | 
even then to be perverted 
and mingled with idle and 
fool:ifh opinions and prattiſes, 


and therefore we mult needs 
T”” $4 think, 


. {(883) | 
eink, that afterche-Avoſtles, 
deceaſe, the UQhy rch:of Chrift 


xwas ſabjelt r6the ſame fire, 


fo:thatif there''be” any tant» 
ard or tonchſtone left, whe te- 
by the truth andiſincerity of 
a Church can'be tried ( and 
we- mult rieeds/think ſo well 
of G Of) Sprovidencethat hz 
wonld not leave his Church 
without ſome rule' to re&ifie 
their Errors by , in cafe the 
ſhovid be infefted with any )- 
tmuſt be the Primetye ins 
{titution'of the Chriſtian Re. 
hgion, and that Church, as T 
faid before , which. teaches 
things, that approach neatelt” 
ro'that primitive Inſtitution, 
mu{t be the true Church: 
And, Madam, do but once. 

more for your Souls ſake, and 
| _ for - 
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ſor your Salvations ſake, 
compare the DoGtrines and 
prattiſes. of | the Church, of. 
ROME, with the Dodrines 
and practiſes of the: Goſpel, 
the Fountain of Chriſtianity, 
and try whether you can find. 
there, the DoGrines of Comz 
2#tunion.nuder., one kind , of 
publick prayers. in, a tongue 
unknown to the people, of Purz 
gatory, of the Maſs, of Tran: 
Jubſtantation , of the:Church 
of Rome's lupremacy! and in- 
fallability, of Worfhipping, and 
adoring the Kirgin Mary, and 
praying t0 Saints, Of Venerati- 
an of Relicks. and Images, of 
adoration of- the. Hoſte , _ cv 
Do nct force any. places of. 
Scripture, and try whether 
yQu-can make f:nole PFSag, 
O 


. 1 TO897 | 
of theſe Dodtrines by Serip= 

tare? View the Stream of the 
Goſpel, and ſearch whether 
there! be any thing like- theſe 
Doctrines 19 it? Why willyou 
make your reaſon a Slaveto 
your Prielts magilterial-Sen» 


tences? How can you-anſwer 


it to G O D, that you did not 
Improve your: reaſon more? 
What have you your reaſon 
for, but to judge what is a- 
greeable to. the Word, of 
G OD. ;and what is not? Is 
not this ating like a Creature 
void of reaſon; to. be guided 
altogether. by what a few 


blind guidesſay to,you, with- 


out cnquiring at #be; Law. and 
Ti e(timony, whether things are 


| ſo as they ſay or noe Won- 
_demful ſtopidity ! 1 ſtand as 


mazed 
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mazed at it. lt is not all' che 
ſeeming Holineſs of thoſe 
Prieſts you converſe withal, 
that -makg the Church 'you 
are1n, a true Churches There 
15 ng Sect in the World, bur 
when they are under aClond, 
neceflity and the diſcourage 
ment they arennder, and theif | 
delire to 'make Profelytes*! 
makes them ontwardly Re- 
Iigious. There may-be, and 
no >doubr are Zealous and out» 
wardly pious men 'm. all Re- 
ltigions 10 the World ,' but 
- that doth not make every 
Religion 'trne , -and divine, | 
An' outward'ſ\hew of Picty is 

the only way” of Propaparing 
any Religion. | The” Devi 
- himſelf could not propagate 
| Heathenifme and Kolatr y,bue 


by 
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| by the fretened Zeal, and 


Piety, and Abſtinence, and 
Mortification of Apollonias 
Tzaneiis, who yet by the con» 
fcſhon of the whole Chriſtian 
world, was no better then a 
Wizartd and Conjurer I make 
no application to any particu- 
lar Pricft tn the Church of 
RO ME; I do not deny, but 
men may be in great Errors, 
and be very Zzalous for there 
errours, and ſeemingly very 
pious in their Zeal, and when 
their Errors are not very wil> 
ful, and deſtroy not” the true 
Worſhip of GOD, for oughe 
Ikaow, they may find gran 
m-the day of os Lord, 
grant there isa great ſhew of | 
outward Piety mthe Church 
of RO ME very dazcling and 
very 


ab oe Cota 
_ : +4 


very I , but the great]. 


dinger lyes here , that the] 
 , -Worlkipthey give to GODV* 
| with one hand, they ſtrike andy 
pull dowa with the other : I] 
know too well the praftiſe of| 
- their Churches,and a Heathen: 
that ſhould come into their 
Temples beyond Sea, would: | 
verily believe , that they. | 
Worſhip a Moaltiplicity of 
Gods as well as he , what-/ 
- Ever their pretentions may be 
." to: the contrary ; It is not! 
what people ſay, ſo much as | 
| What they do , that GOD] 
takes notice. of, and though 
you ſhould: Ten Thouſand | 
cimes: protelt, that you Wor-. 
ſhipand adore GO -D alone; 
yet while G OD ſees you az 
dote the Virgin Mary, with 
#77 as 


> ara 
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Jas great” Zeal and* reverence, 
Das you do him, pray to her 
\q | oftener then you doto him, 
7 make as: many bowes to her, 
[50d other Saints, as you do 
$to-him, and other things of 
- | fhat nature, how can he be- 
Jlieve you? Religion isa thing 
{that will not bear  jeſts and 
| Hypocriſy, GO D willnotbe 
I put off with contradidions bee 
tween ſpeeches and. PraCtiſes, 
'";Madam, I dofrom my heart 
Pitty you, and as$it might be 
the. weakneſs of : your Judg- 
ment, that might lead you in- 
to this Erroneous Church, ſo I 
'beſeech you, for Chriſts ſake, 
| to return to the Church., 
you have 'raſhly left, where 
you cannot. run a hazard 
if you will but follow the 
Ty plain 


of MY 
plain Dottiimes' of the 'Goſ 
pel, beſides which, we preachſ 
nothing, and-enjoyn nothing. 
as' neceflary- ro Salvation; | 
Should” theſe entreaties and 
beſeechings be alledged- al 
gainſt ybu iti the laſt 'day, a$ 
things which pou have, con+ 
trary to. reaſon, refuſed :and 
 Vighted, how/readful wauld 
your condition -be'2 Þ have 
diſcharged” 'my Duty , -and] 
given yon warning, 1 would 
not have :your'Guwile 7lye at] 
my [Door!, and © therefore 

have let you know my real 
thoughts and Sentimenrs cans 
cerning. your . condition , 
and'the- Church: yew are in. 
The Great. GOD of Heaven 
open. your eyes, that you 
ny {ee and fear, oy. 

36g - -; -TIme 
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_ -Time was when you would 
have belicved us as much as 
Fyol do now the Pricſts of 
i the Church of ROME. It's 
af ſtrange, that now. thcy ſhould 
a ſpeak nothing but. truths, 
# and we nothing but fa!ſhood. 
41 Do you think, we, do not 
dJ underſtand the Scriptures , 
dj and Fathers, and Antiquity, 
ef as well as they? And can we 
dF all be ſo beſfotted with inte- 
dF reft and: paſſion that none of 
tf us ſhonld yied to the dictates 
ej of their Church, if we could 
1 prevail withour ſenſe and rea, 
j ſon to believe, that the things 
4 wherein they differ from us 
Lf were agreeable tothe Goſpel? 
nj fure we have a great many 
up ofen among us that are great 

Lovers of Peace, and would 


> be 


(142) 
beglad that the whole Chriſti 
an world were agreed, ,and 
would theſe men ſtand aut ad, 
gainit that union, if it could 
be done with a ſafe Conlci, 
ence? Certainly we have met 
as learned among us, as ever 
the Sun'did ſhine; upon, nay 
the Church of RO ME hath 
at this day few men to egual 
ours for Learning and knows 
ledge. And would all our 
Learned 'men be ſoſtubborne 
and obſtinate,. as not to agree 
with the Churchof RO ME, 
if they did not fee plainly , 
that there ts Death in that 
Pot, and that the Errours in 
that Church. cannot be tubs 
ſcribed to without hazardigg 
the welfare of their Souls? [ 
will! but ufe your own Ar- 
gument, 
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fi 2ument, when you went 0- 
Ty Iver to the Church of RO 1 E, 
"40d were perſwaded by the 
HMearneſtneſs of her Pricſts'to 
: ; Jycild to theirreaſonings, what: 
"pleaſure can we take In pro- 

cd - noting your Damnation 2 
II What can be our inteteft in 

! deceiving you? You uſed that 
ſArgument on..their ſide, why 
Jwill you not uſe it on our 

p tide, falae you, whither we, 
a that have the Goſpel on our 
6 fide for what we teach, are 
I not in a ſafer way, than that 
"1 Church , which for all the 
of new Dodtrines they have ad» 
Ti ded tothe Old Creedes, are 
forced to run to the- broken 
Ciſterns of Tradition, and 
; I know not what Fathers , 


whoſe writings they know 
not 


ng. 
not a, they'be genuine 
or. no? As you are now]! 
you livein willful oppoſition 
© to. theDodrine and Precepty] 
of the Goſpel, And O Remems | 
ber what © St. Paxl doth fay 
/, 1, 7, $. That the 
F, {Teſs will” ere long comit 
_- down from Heaven with all bj 
Holy Angels to take Vengeandi 
on thoſe who have diſobezed 
the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Once | more'' there: 
fore I charge you betore Al: 
mighty GOD, and our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to Tepent of you 
Errours, and to return to the 
boſome of that Church, 
Ia... which . you received 
your life, and beihg, 'and the 
Principles of Religion! and 
Clipiltianity. But if all this 
ſeem 


6,145) 
Ing fſecm to you no more but 
w\ Bugbeats , 1 me by ookak's 
Ion wy own, Soul, *: (hould 
pty be ſorry that THe diſcourſe 
ms ſhould ſtand. as a Witneſs as 
29] gainſt you in the .Laft: day, 
he which GOD knows was 
; only 2 imecndei!; a5;/a;motwe 
to' draw: you back | to” = 
1 Fold trom” which- you have 
ed Wandered and you aſtray, 
J Ham -:-. 
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| Madam, 


Smthe -nibliching of chi ; 
7A Letter-I- had no; other 
deſign ©, 'but to prgvent.the 

fall of others inco the likef{ 
gangers, ſol have particulars t 
ly inliſted .on thoſe motives, flc 
which have of late temptedf 
ſome perſ6ns'to go over tolft 
the Roman Church .,- andy 

though I have repreſented{p 

theſe motives as yours , yet: : 
in this I have” been hos far JC 
from doing any thing againlt Iz 
the Jaws of private diſcourfe jay 
or riendſhip,or acquzintance,z 
that 
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{rhat Thave only touch'd ups 
on the common ſtumbling- 
blocks, which make unwary 
+ people joyne themſelves te 
#that Churchz blocks, which 
| 4 cafily be removed, if 
men or Women would but 
if vive themſelves leave to 
Fthiok , and would prefer _ 
the ſolid dictatesof theirrea-/ 

E #6 before the ſuggeſtions of 
*Itheir ſoft, and ſickly paſlte 
fons. One thing Thad almoſt 
"lh and which indeed 1s 
Jthe great bug-bear, whereby 
1 your Church-menfright their - 
Jpcople from running over 
Jro us, and that is, that our 
"Church began but about 
Jan hundred and fifty years 
ago , that Luther; and: 
Jzwinglizs were the Authors 
| 'ct 


# ou 


nr od, 


> : 
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of it, and'that we had no: 
Church before; pitrtifu] ſhifts 
indeed to keep people from! 
ſeeing the Syn; at noon ; ſup 
poſe our. Region: did: but; 
begin then; why , muſt peas 
ple be alwayesin an'Errour 2 
malt they never reform when 
they have dane ' amiſs 2 if 
there were.: Monſtrous. Erz 
. rTorsin the Church of KO ME, 
which the' aforeſaid perſons 
ſaw would be the - death 
of Chriſtianity , and which 
they | could :not ſub(cribe to: 
without - debauching their 
reaſon, orwronging both their 
own and: other mens. Con? 
ſciences, |was it not rational, 
they ſhould 'proteſt againſt; 
ſuch things, to. give their;] 
fellow Chriltians :wagaing £: 

| when 
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when 'the Houſe is on fire, 
would you have no body a- 
wake to alarm the Neigh- 
bours to look to themſelves? 
Did. they ſee: ſo: many thot- 
ſand men ' ready' to be 
drown'd , and; : would you 
have had them hold their 
tongues , and 'barbarouſly- 
ſuffered | them: all : ro be 
drown'd 2 Did they fee the 
Chriſtian Religion like tobe 
ſwallowed . up. by: darkneſs 
and' Ignorance, .and/ was it 
not time. to! rouze the: ſ[nm- 


bering world ? But however, 
that theſe men were the fir(t 


broachers of our Religion, 
1s: Notoriouſly falſe ; . Firſt, 
becauſe long > before them, 


there were men that lived in 


the External communion of 
E 2. the 


(159) 
the Church of &0 2fE, but 
diflik'd the Errours, as they 
crept in, and grew. ' danges: 
rous, and-though they were! 
overawd and -fitenc'd many! 
times by the higher powers! 
of the . Roman -Court , yet: 
they both:deteſted thoſe cors! 
ruprions ,. dnd-.as they had: 
opportunity,protelted again(t! 
them, as-were anealy matter 
to prove from? age to age, 
If it had. not been {done al-: 
ready over and-over by Dis: 
vines: of. our «Church, ſo that: 
though theſe © men , that: 
lived long before :Lxsher, and: 
whom GOD (till rais'd to: 
vingicate his truth as 1t grew: 
more , and more :polluted , 
were not ;calPd Proteſtants 
Ly the Pcople, yet in ctiect 
they. 


(151) 
they were fo, and conſequents 
ly there were Proteſtants 
/'] many years before Lather 
"'f and Zwingliz: And though 
| they were not ſuffered by the 
"1 Tenorant , and imperious 
| Eccleſtiaſtical powers to meet 
| and aſſemble themſelves in 
= | ptblick , yet they 'made a 
' Church, as muchas the: fol 
' lowers of Holy Athanaſius 
| did, when the whole world 
8 was turned Arrzar, as mech 
as E'ijah , and thoſe ſeven 
thouſand, the Oracle menti« 
ons, made a Church , when 
th? Whole Country was 
over run with Idolaters/ 
Theſe ſeven thouſand we 
read lay hid, and durſt nor 
appear inpublick, being op- 
prels'd by the Idolatrous 
+ powers, 


— 
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powers, that fat at the ſtern, 
and thought there. was no 
good-fiſhing. but in troubled 
waters. And. tadeed- in this 
manner our. Church was dife 
pers d long before Luther, a-f 
mong the greater multitude 
of the followers of the. cor= 
rupted Roman, Churchy as a 
hand>ful of wheat lies ſcat» 
terd ini a buſhel of Chaff, 
and though it did not aps 
pear. in Pomp and pran-f 
deur, yet that external ſplen- 
dour is not eflential to the 
truth of a Church , your 
own men may be convin» 
ced by the aforementioned 

examples. 
Secondly 3 if your Cham: 
pions ſpeak (triftly of the. 
Religion, which we profeſs 
in 


> »B w''s #@ - 
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in the: Chnrch of England; 


they are under a- miltake, 
when they - make Lxtber or 
Zwinglizs the Authors of. it, 
for our Reformation began 


ſome time after, and was 


both begun, and. carried on 


"With great deliberation and 


confideration” under Edward 
the 6. by publick authority, 
whoſe: proper province It is 
to take notice of what 1s a» 
miſs 1n a Kingdom or Comme - 
on wealth s whether it be in 
Church or State, and to re- 
form and mend 1t,: It's. no 


great matter, when 2 Refor- 


mation begins, ſo the Refor- 
mation be: but juſt; and- if 
ſuch a Reformation had be- 
gunr but: yelterday , that 
would not. have. made it un- 
| F: 4. lawful 


| (154) 
lawfal, and that our Refore 

mation was jaſt and neceſſary [| 
hath been prov'd by our Di- 
vines. beyond' all reaſonable 
contradiction, and how conld 
1t bur be juſt, when the de-> 

crees of the Church of ROME | 
control'd the. Word of the 
Living GOD:, and vyed 
with the Oracles of the Gof- 
pel. How - and when the 
ſeveral Errours crept into 
that Church, is not Materts 
al to determine , Its enough 
we found them there , and 
' It was GODS mercy not 
to give all the learned men 
of that age over to beleive 
alye, But ics pretty tohear 
your Charch-men talk of the 
novelty of oor Religion , 


when it is evident to all the 
uns 
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uncCerſtandingy world , that 


our firlt Reformers began no 


new Religion , but deſired 


'only to keep to the O'd- 


All their endeavour was tO: 
keep to: the Religion of the 


| Bible, and- to cut offail ſuz 


perfjuities , and things pres 
judicial to Salvation, and was 
there any hurtin that ? They 
ſaw, that many things then 
inufe in the Church of Ro ME 
were diametrally oppoſite to 
the DoGtri nes and praftifes of 
the Primitive Chucrh, and 
they juſtly thought ir: their 
duty to reduce the Church to 
the antient pattern; the prou : 
der Clergy of the Roman 
Church would: not yield to 
it, but would have all their 
new fangles,, and a'l their: 

Fs5 ad- 
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additions to the Anticnt 
Symbols received as articles of 
Faith , thofigh - all perifth'd, 
and the coat of Chriſt were 
rent into a thouſand pieces ; 
the more humble, and more 
moderate of the Clergy, ſaw 
the pride -and infolence of 
the other, and trembled, and 
thus weand they parted, we 
kept to the old Religion, 
and your men choſe the new, 
and much- good it may do 
you with it, and pray Judge 
by. this, which is the Schil- 
matick Church, we or they ? 
we that would have healed 
Tfrael,' or they that would 
not be healed; ſo that it1s 
not . our. Religion that be-' 
gan ſo lately as 150 years. 
ago, about Lxthers time, but 
It's: 
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it's: yours: that, commenced . 
then; for you them embraced 
the .new.,, additions. to. the 
antient-Catholick cxeeds-with 
greater greadineſs, and were 
reſolv*d. to maintain . that by 
bravado's, which: you were - 
not able to.detend with Ars. 
guments.. Its a very ordinary: 
thing for people, who. once. 
incline tothe Communion of- 
the Rowan Churchtc demand 
of us, before they. go aver, 
whither a perſon may. be ſaz; 
ved in that Church. The 
Charity and moderation. our. 
Divines uſually . expreſs in 
their anſwer to .this query, 
Iam ſenſible hath done our. 
Charch ſome harm, whereag 
the Roman Prieſts, being. 
bold in. their. uncharitabl _ 
ne: 


(158) | 
neſs, and damning all that 
are out of their communion, 
make ſome weak' people be- 
lieve, that they muſt be in 
the r ight, . becauſe they are 
more daring in their afſe- 
verations.. We have far prea-. 
ter reaſon to be peremtory 
in excluding the members of 
the Church of KOME from 
valvation, than they have to 
exclude us, for if that Church: 
be guilty of Ido/atry ( as F 
ke , your Divines find it a 
very hard task- to anfwer the: 
Arguments of our Learned 
men, that prove it) Thole- 
hat are guilty of this crime 
may ſoon: be reſolved by the 
Apoſtle what their lot .is- 
like to be in another world ; 
for No Tdojater ſaith St. Pad; 

| mean- 


(t59) 
meaning one that lives, and . 


'dies fo , ſhall inherit the 


Kingdom of God. I Cor. 6. 9 
yet weare modeſt, and what- 
ever the principles of that 


*Church may lead men to, we 


hope, there may be many In 
that Church , that either , 


| While they live in: the comes 


munion of that Church; have 
an averſion from the dange- 
rous, and Idolatrous practices 
of it , or ſometimes before 


they die do heartily repent 


of the abſard', and unreafos» 
nable DcCctrines, and worſhip, 


they have too lohg aſſerted, 


and complied. with, and of' 


ſach we cannot but enter- 


tain a very favourable o- 
pinion, and indeed I could 


name you ſome very. famous 


men 


(159) 
men both in France and 7taly, 
who, though they have cons». 
tinued in the Communion of 
that Church, z, e. have. not 
joynd themſelves to any 
particular publick Proteſtant 
Church, yet have not. ap: 

rov'd of ſuch things 10-the-. 
BE Church, as manitfett- 
ly obſtruck mens Salvation, 
and though like Nicodemws. 
they have not dared opealy 
to avaw. their diſlike of ſuch 
Errous, for fear of danger-,. 
yet in their hearts they have - 
abhorr'd them, and declared: 
ſo much to their Friends, and 
intimate acqualatance. And 
though their ſeeming come: 
muynion with a . Church fo. 
Erroneons, cannut be totally 
excnſed , becauſe it. looks 


like. 


i 


f 
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like a tacite approbation of 
her Erronrs , yet fince we 
read of Joſeph, that he was 
a Diſciple of Chritt ſecretly, 
and notwithſtanding his not 
confefiing Chriſt publickly, 


. | accepted oft GOD , we 


hope ſuch mens continuing 
in the external commnnion of 
the Roman Church” 1s not a 
willful Errour , but rather 
a pardovable infirmity, a ti- 
morouſneſs which hath no- 
thing of malice in it , and 
therefore will not bin- 
der /them from Salvation. 
We know not what mercy 
GOD may ſhew to many 
poor people in that Church, 
whoare invincibly Ignorant, 
and never ſaw a Bible, from 


| whence they might reftify 


(162) 
cheir miſtakes, and do live ho» 
neſtly inthis prefent world ; 
but we mult withal confeſs, 
that the Servant, who hath. 
known his Maſters will, and 
hath not done it , ſhall- be 
beaten with- many ftripes, 
and whether thoſe that have 
been enlightened in our 
Church, and have taſte/] the ' 
good Word of, GOD, and: 
c2nfot but ſee our Agree- ' 
ment wich the Goſpel, and 
after all this embrace the. 
Errors of the Roman Church, 
whether theſe will be excuſ- 
able at the laſt.day, wejuſt- 
ly, donbt. of ; To live. in 
great Errours 1s to live in 
Sin, but where that living 
19 Errours is joyn'd with re-., | 
ſtance? of great light , and... 

| | know - | 
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knowledpe, there the Sin be- 
comes all crimſon , which 
was but of a faint. red ber 


I fore; Anditthis be the Cha- 


racer of Chriſts Friends to 
do whatſoever he commands 
us, then the - inference 13 very 
ealy , that thoſe cannot be 


1 Chriſt's Friends, nor reign 


with him in Heaven, that wil- 


Ifully- leave undone, what 


they know he hath command» 


; ed, and ſet up a new Wor- 


ſhip, which he hath no where 
commanded: Madam, had you 
never feen ſach a thing as 
the Scriptnre, your golng O- 
ver to that Church might have 


deferyed ſome apoliogy , but 
when you were ſurrounded 


Jvith the beams cf that light 
| which ſhines in darkneis , 


a3 
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as St. Peter calls the word, 
with all thoſe rayes about you 
to ſhut yonr eyes, and defs 


perately*to venture upon 4J 


Church, which enjoines men 
tolive againſt ſome of Gods 
laws, as againſt Exod. 20.5, 6, 
and Matth:26.27.&%5,and con: 
ſequently obliges them ro pres 
pare for GODS dilpleaſure; 
this, I confeſs, 1s an action, 
which, as it favours of great. 
willfalneſs, fo 1 queſtion,. if 
you dye in't without ferions 
repentance, whether the joys 
you hope for, will ever fall 
fo your ſhare. If your Church: 
men do mean honeſtly, and 
dotruly aim at the peace of 
Chriſtendom , and in good 
_ earneſt defign the Union of 
of men that protets the _ 
Ie 0 


| 
| 
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of Chriſt, why will not they 
part with thoſe Doctrines that. 
are ſo great an offence, not 


j only to all Proteſtants, but 


to Jews and Mahometans too? 
if that worſhipping of Saints 
and Images be not neceſſary, 
but only uſeful, why will not 
they quit that Worſhip , 
which by their own. preten- 
ces is needleſs , eſpecially 
when they might do fo much 
good by itz it the Cup was 
formerly given to the Laity, 
why will not they to effe& 
the aforeſaid Union reſtore 1t 
to the Laity? If the ſubſtance 
of the Sacrament , and the 
comfort ariſing from it may 
remaine entire, without obs 
liging men to beleivea Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, or Adoration 


of 


_ (1665 
of the conſecrated Wafer, 
why will not they for peace 
ſake lay alide fuch DoQtrines, 
which neither themſclves !, 
-nor any creature underſtands? 


If Heaven and H<ll are ſuffr-} 


.cient motives to a Holy lite, 
why will not they for quiets 
neſs ſake renounce their Dos 
Ctrine of purgatory, which by 
their own confeliion hata no 
ground in Scripture ? 

| Madam, I have that chari- 
table opinjon- of you, that 
if you-h3d but tzken a view 
of the Worſhip of the Church 
of ROME, as it ispradticd 
beyond Sea in places, where 
there is nofeaz of contradi- 
fion from any Hereticks , 
where they may freely and. 
tecurely aft according to their 
| | principles, 


(167) 
principles, had you ſeen the 
mode of Worſhipfing the 
Virgin Mary at ROME, or 
in Spain, or Ttaly, the light - 
of it would have certainly 
diſcourag'd you from eme 
bracing that Religion, which 
now you ſeem to be main| 


[delighted with, for | indeed; 


the Religion of the-Church 
of ROME atthis time, if a' 
man were.to gueſs ſromthat, 
which hath-the greateſt ont- 
ward Veneration , 1s little 


Jele, then a Worſhip .of the 


Virgin Aary, The very 
beggers beyond-Sea in beg- 
ging of .alms, beg more for 


[the Virgin A/arie's ſake, then 
fior Chriſt's ſake. This, Ma- 


dam, I know to be true, who 


am-no ſtranger to forreign 
parts, 


"C003 
parts, and I will affore you, 
that in thoſe Cities or Towns, 
where both Papiſts, and Pro» 
teſtants have the free exer- 
ciſe; of their Religion, you 
ſhall live Twenty years in a 
Town, before you hear that 
any Proteſtant is turned Pas|. 
pilt, (fo few charms are there 

in the/Exerciſe of their' Re-| 
Iigion. beyond Sea) but you| 
ſhall not be abovea year or| 
two in ſucha Town, before] 
you hearthat ſeveral Papilſts' 
are turn'd Proteſtants ( ſuch 
a force hath traths ) The 
Religion of the Church of 
ROME, as it is practisd in 
England , iookes harmleſs, 
Now and then upon ſome. 
great feltival they ſhew you 
a'Piure of the Virgin Mary, 


OI 


| their ;-appertenances as they: 
1 do in places, where. there are. 


| the. honeſt Prieſt qualioes 
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or. of fore other Saint, and 


every Doctrine , makes the 
Errours ſoft , and plauſible, 
and they dare. not, living in 
a.Proteitant Country, ſerve 
the Hoſt of Heaven, I mean 
Saints and Angels with all 


| no Proteſtants to watch them, 
Here their Religion ſeems 
to be without a ſting, and is 
clad in the / fleece; of Sheep, 
but if you., conld... but make, 
a Voyage into Spaiz Or Ntaly, 
I doubt not but. you, would 
ſee the Venome of it, and a- 
void it , and the only way 
not-to.be. of the Church-of 
RO ZE. would be to goto, 
ROME , provided you do 
not go Without your, Eible, 
In 


BE. i >, ROWS 
In 'good truth that Church 
hath turn'd Chriſtianity into 
a meer outward pomp and 
ſplendor, which raviſhes the 
&ye, but can' never content. 
a mans reaſon, © The gliſte- 
ring Gold in their Temples, 
the -curious Images of Saints 
and Angels, \the'/numerons 
and Stately;Altars, thermighty']. 
Silver' Statues, the rich, and: 
glorious veſtments you ſee-up. 
and-down in their Churches, 
ſtrike the” ſenſes into a kind 
of eQafte;, and it muſt be ſenſe 
only; for a:conſiderate mind, 
that ſearches the inſide of 
things as well as the outlide, 
cannot be1o calily gu]Fd and 
deceived 5 and this outs 
ward pomp they make not 
the leaſt ſign of the her x 

of 
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of their Church, not remem- 
bring , that if this be a good 
figne,the Idolatrous people in 
depen , and China , whoſe 
Aemples are infinitely mcte 
ſhining , and glorious, will 
have a better Title to the true 
Church than they ; T1 muſt. 
confeſs, that'in policy , and 
worldly craft, and cunning 
the Church of ROME ex- 
ceeds ours, for they have not 
only turn'd the Spiritual 
Worſhip of the Goſpel, into 
aſenſual ſervice,into outward 
Religious formalities, a thing 
ſtrangely pleaſing to fleſh and 
blood , but they have ſliooes 
that will fit all "Gits of feet, 
great and ſmall, and have 
remedies for all diſtempers R 
. and you may go to Heaven 
1n 


in that Churcheither through: 
' the ſtraight way, or through: 


the broad, which you pleaſe, 


| L:2 && -can fit the Melancholly 
; pl , 


ſon; and the Jovial, they 
have Monaſteries, and Nun- 
neries, and fſeverities to con:f 
tent the one , and . kaow 
how to allow greater liberry; 
to the other ; they can either 
ſend a man to happinels] 
through a tedious taſk] 
of mortification, if he likes 
_ that method - beſt , or 
help him thither by a quicker 
diſpatch , by confeſſion, at- 
trition, and abſolution upon 
a death bed, when the man can 
hold Sin and the world no| 
longer : Live, of die,you canz| 
not do amiſs in thatChurch, 
for living you may be for- 
DR given 


| . (173) 

" giyen, and after Death you 
| may be pray'd out of Pur- 
1 gatory, ſooner or later, ac- 

Seding as you will ſpend 


Tf mony upon Maſſes, for gold 


doth ſtrangely quicken theſe 
ſupplications. 


Lo 


Such a Church, Madam,you 
"4 have cſpouſed, and divorced 
JI your ſelf from one that prefers 
1 the Wiſdom of. GOD, and 

| of the Goſpel before the Wil- 
1 dom of the fleſh, and glories 
in dealing plainly and hon- 
<ltly with all men, that keeps 


| cloſe to the Scriptures, and 


yet is not againſt thoſe Pious 
_cuſtomes of antiquity, which 
| are not. contradictory to the 
- Scriptures , (that generoufly 
- maintains the prerogative 
of GOD, ard gives no 0- 

G 2 ther 


(174) | 
ther Honour , to Saints and: 

Angels. but what may conſiſt 
with the glory of her Cre: 
ator, that hath made no new{|[ 
Articles of Faith, but keeps 
to the cld, and thinks it] 
Rebellion againſt GOD, to] 
enjoyn things as neceſſary 
to, Salvation , which GOD 
never, made fo ; that urges 
the, ſtricteſt life , and. encou-| 
Tages nothing, but what may | 
promote true piety and de-| 
votion ,. that” hath no more | 
Ceremonies. , but what are 
decent » and labours to free 
Religion at once from floven- 
Tineſs, and ſuperſtition, that 
ſecuresthe Right of Soveraign 
Princes \, and Teaches her 
Children to live like good: 
lubjefs and good Chriſtians, 
and. 


| practices, a Church, which 


_ 759 
+ aqd though it 'be her nk. 


\tyne, that two many. of her 


pretended members live, like 
Enemies of Chriſtianity, yet 


- that's not long of her Do. 


Arinesand Conftitutions, but 
long of the {tubborneſs of 


-.men,who will not be reform'd 


by her Precepts 3 As no man. 
blames Chrilt or his Apoltles, 


becauſe Judas was a Hypocrite 
. or becauſe Simon Magus Pro- 


fe{d their Religion, ſo they 


| betray great- [enorance and 


ſimplicity, that for the Mon- 
ſtrozs impieties of many , 
that profets themſclves meme | 
bers of our Aflemblies de- 
ſpiſe and flight our Church, 
which in her principles is 
moſt averſe trom all ſich 

OJ 


As, 


#45 (176) 
*. © have deliberately. and pres 
.-, meditately embraced , andſ. 
| choſen, ſo, I hope, I ball ne: 
' ver be ſo much forſaken off 
. GOD or of my reaſon, as. 


firſt Centuries after Chriſt, 


as, "I mine own particular l 


to quit it to: become a Pa- 
piſt. I havenot been alto= 
gether a careleſs obſerver of 
the ſeveral Chriſtian Churs 
ches, diſpers'd * through the: 
world. Deftre of mine own 
Salvation hath made me-take| 


Particular notice, what cor-] 


ruption there is in them, and 


" What affinity they have with. 


the Primitive -Profeſlors of 
Chriſtianity 3 And I mult free- 
ly confeſs upon aferions Ex- 


amination. of the Scripture, 


and the Fathers of the three. 


that 


(177) 
that from my heart I think, 
there is no Church this day -  ; 
In all the Chriſtian world, be 


it Eaſtern,:or Weſtern, that - 


in her principles and conſti. 
rutions bears ſo much ofthe 


'Tmage of the truly Primitive 


Church, or comes ſo near it, 
as the Church of England, a 


- Church, which as your fore. 


Fathers had courage to burn 


for ſo I verily beleive, that 
© he underftands not her Inno- 


cent defignes, and excellent. 
rules , that dares not dy a 
Martyr in her cauſe. | 


Once more your Faithful - 
k \ 
Friend to ferve Toz. . 


N, N, 


Tre | 


Hib{p884: 20208 


Some Books Printed for and. 
Sold by James Collins at 


his $hopin the Temple paſſage. 
7x Eſlex ſtreet without Tem- | 


ple-bar, 


He Art of War by the 
_ moſt Honorable George, | 


Late Duke of Albemarle. Fol, 


Seyen Sermons Preached | 


.at White-Hall by Seth Lord 


Biſhop of Sarum. His Sermon 


at the Funeral of George Duke 
of Albemarle, 

His Sermon Entituled: 
Jorams caſe before the Peers 
| the 3o of January. Quarto, 


An Exact table to Sir. John. 
Davis 


0 % Q, 


(179) 
Davis Reports, Fol. 
The Voice ofthe light un- 


to the people called Quakers 


in relation to Tithes. 8. 

A Diſcourſe of Truth by 
the, Late Reverend Dr. Ruf# 
Biſhop of Drowore in Ireland, 


together with a difconrſe of 
| the way to Happineſs b y Joſe 
" Glanvil Chaplain in ordieary 
| to the King. Twelves. 


A Sermon Preached at:the ; 


Funeral 'of Mrs. Dorothy St. 
John by Anthony Horneck 
Preacher at- the Sawoy. 


A private Conference : 
twixt a poor country Vicar 
and 'a rich Alderman. by 


| Dr. Pettis, 


Pia Philoſophia , or the 


Religious Fendency 'of Ex# 
1 FEI Philoſophy by 


Joſeph 


(1 $0) 
Joſeph Glanvil. 


Dr. Parkers anſwer to Mr, 
Andrew Marvels book, called | 


the Rehearſel Tranſpros d. 


Biſhop Brambals confuta-- 
tion of Mr. Baxters Grotian - 
Religion with Dr. Parkers | 


preface annexed. 80. 
Bilhop8axderſons ſeven Ca- 

 ſesof Conſcience, in OR. 
Dr. Fords Bleſledneſs of 

being bountiful, 8 

The Capucin Fryer ex2 Uy. 

_ deſcribed in all his ware 

and practices. 80. LE 


ADVERTISE MENT. 


There is 4 Library in the 
hasds of the ſaid James Collins 
io be Sold conſiſting cheifly of 
Hiſtory 


(181) 
JT Hiſtory, Philoſophy and Politicks 
&c. in divers Langhages , 


and 4 Set of Magick, formerly 
the books of the famons Riolanz 


|} us #2» divers Languages. 


x OE: 


ERRATA, ”* 


ags 35 lin. 18. read eighth's, p.38.1.4, 
r, Biſhops pe 6s. 1.7 r. or to conclude, 
that. t 66,1.9.r. Sacramenr. p. 69.1, 19. 
r, and that they are- p. 158-1], 18. r, that + 
are. þ; 163.4. 17, r; Scriptare, p;170, 0, 9, 
. r, numerous . 
Other litteral faules, and miſtoppings 
he Reader is defired to corre& ar his 
ciſure, : 


